
A-245.01 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
1,258 square feet 
(includes prayer garden) 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$364 
 
Construction Cost 
$458,000  
(includes site work) 
 
Date of Completion: 
November 2013 

Program Summary: 
Design of a new adoration chapel and prayer garden which 
complements the adjacent church, ca. 1966, and provides an 
intimate setting for reflection and worship. 
 
Program Statement: 
Designed as a quiet refuge and intimate sanctuary for sacred 
reflection and contemplation, the new chapel on the church campus 
is a subtle sculptural addition to the landscape.  
 
Parishioners were clear that the chapel design should complement 
the modernist character of the adjacent church and its striking roof, 
which rises sculpturally to more than 75 feet above the church floor. 
The new chapel’s steep, angular roofline reflects this form and 
context, thus allowing the inclusion of significant glazing elements 
from above, adjacent to and behind the new sanctuary. The careful 
orientation and modulation of this glazing creates distinct changes in 
the pattern of natural light throughout the day, enhancing the visitor’s 
experience.  
 
The interior design features are intentionally minimal. The space’s 
power and purpose is enhanced by its very simplicity; the sculpting 
of the building massing extends to the interiors, and is visually 
understood as a carved-away, white volume. Even the Christian 
cross, adjacent to the tabernacle, is expressed through the careful 
carving and folding of white planes accentuated by grazing light.  All 
visual focus is placed on the tabernacle and monstrance containing 
the Eucharist, allowing occupants worship in quiet and contemplative 
solitude. 
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The owner tasked us with situating 
the chapel between the church and 
the adjacent rectory. The building fits 
tightly against the original church, 
preserving the site circulation around 
the iconic form. The chapel 
reinterprets the church’s expressive 
formal language to tie the two sacred 
structures together. 
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Site / Floor Plan 
 
 
When entering the chapel, one 
moves through a vestibule separated 
from the chapel by a wood screen 
wall. The vestibule buffers the 
chapel from distractions outside. The 
prayer garden focuses on a niche 
carved out of the chapel wall to host 
a religious statue. 

Prayer 
Garden 

Chapel 
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Three discrete linear windows allow 
natural light into the chapel from 
three distinct sources.  Light comes 
from a hidden clerestory above, 
washes across the cross wall onto 
the tabernacle, and sneaks in at the 
floor animated by the plants outside.  
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Rather than affixing a traditional 
cross to a wall or suspending one 
from the ceiling, an architectural 
cross was created by bumping out 
strategic portions of the wall flanking 
the tabernacle and adding carefully 
placed lighting for heightened, 
dramatic effect.  
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The vertical proportions of the 
sanctuary volume allow for the 
introduction of modulated natural 
lighting from both overhead and 
adjacent to the tabernacle. 
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Prayer Garden 
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Water Diagram 
 
 
The chapel collects rainwater runoff 
from its two rooves and retains it in 
gravel planters allowing the water to 
percolate into the ground instead of 
drain to the city’s overburdened 
infrastructure. A generous volume of 
gravel beneath the Prayer Garden 
pavers provides ample overflow 
retention capacity for heavy rains.  
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Project Name: 
St. Pius Chapel and Prayer Garden 
 
Project Location: 
New Orleans LA 
 
Owner/Client: 
Archdiocese of New Orleans 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
(names and addresses) 
Eskew+Dumez+Ripple 
365 Canal Street, Ste 3150 
New Orleans LA 70130 
 
Project Team: 
Mark Ripple, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 
Christian Rodriguez, AIA 
Robert Kleinpeter, CSI, CCS, RA 
Lynn Ostenson, CSI, CCS, LEED AP 
Aseem Deshpande AIA, LEED AP 
 
Landscape Architect: 
N/A 
 
Consultants: 
Mazetti, MEP Enginering 
Robert Bouchon, Structural Engineering 
 
General Contractor: 
Voelkel McWilliams Construction, LLC 

A-245.x 
Credit Slide 
 
This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope. 
 
Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x” 
 
Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention. 
 
Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column. 
 
Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without). 

Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
 
Will Crocker (slides 2, 6-9, and 11) 
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