
A-140.01 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
86,456 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$184 
 
Construction Cost 
$15,897,674 
 
Date of Completion: 
August 8, 2013 

Program Summary: 
A new elementary school to house 660 students is designed as a 
beacon of hope in an blighted neighborhood. 
 
Program Statement: 
The exterior design of this new elementary school takes advantage 
of its unique place in the City and within its surrounding context.  
Because of the need to keep the existing school buildings occupied 
during construction, the school is sited approximately 375’ from the 
street.  Due to this setback, it was even more important than usual to 
clearly differentiate the functions and identities of the various parts of 
the building.  Therefore, from left to right across the major (south) 
façade, the music room/bus entry, multi-purpose/dining/carpool entry, 
and main lobby entry are clearly expressed through the use of brick, 
metal rainscreen, and concentrations of glass curtainwall.   
 
The given name of the school conjures an image of a “progressive”, 
forward-thinking institution.  To that end, the materials selected 
depict a light, airy, and contemporary institutional building. Tan brick 
breaks from the traditional schoolhouse red, yet still retains the scale 
and texture of masonry that has been associated with school 
buildings for centuries.  This is paired with metallic silver aluminum 
panels, which take cues from the nearby airport and interstate 
highway and gives the building a contemporary, progressive feeling.  
Lastly, clear and translucent high-performance glazing is used in key 
areas to give an open and inviting expression. 



A140.02 
Program elements are clearly 
expressed through the use of brick, 
metal rainscreen, and concentrations 
of glass curtainwall.  From left to 
right across the major (south) façade 
are the music room/bus entry, multi-
purpose/dining/carpool entry,  the 
main lobby entry, and the stacked 
classroom wings.   



A140.03 
The building was sited behind the 
existing 1950’s school building, so 
that it could be occupied until the 
end of construction.  The resulting 
significant setback was an 
architectural driver for the expressive 
massing of the new school.  Existing 
live oak trees were preserved at the 
front and back of the property. 
 
The building masses were organized 
in order to create two separate 
playground areas designed for 
different grades.   
 
Site circulation was carefully 
organized to provide separation 
between pedestrians, visitors/staff, 
car pool, and bus parking.    



A140.04 
The building was carefully organized 
around the lobby and two-story 
media center, which is the “heart” of 
the school campus.  Classrooms 
were grouped per grade level and 
stacked on the east side of the plan, 
while public functions were 
organized on the west side.   
 
Car pool and bus drop off areas lead 
directly into the dining/multi-purpose 
room, which is used to gather 
students before and after school.   
 
Administration is consolidated and 
located at the very front of the 
school, to observe entrants and 
control access to the school.   

FIRST FLOOR 

SECOND FLOOR 



A140.05 
A bright and inviting lobby links the 
two-story classroom volume to the 
east and the one-story 
administration area to the west. 
 
The lobby main entrance are 
designed to be clearly identifiable 
and welcoming from the street.  



A140.06 
The carpool entrance leads through 
a walled green courtyard into the 
expressive dining/multipurpose 
volume.  A random expression of 
clear, translucent, and opaque 
curtainwall panels modulates the 
southern sun, while a deep 
cantilevered overhang provides 
shading. 
 
Graphic wallcoverings and painted 
blue columns and ductwork are 
visible inside of the glass volume. 



A140.07 
A bright and sophisticated color 
palette was selected to energize the 
interior spaces, while helping with 
wayfinding throughout the school.   
 
Colorful tile, signage, and accent 
wall colors were assigned to each 
class level and used to define space 
in each corridor wing.  In public 
spaces (like the dining/multi-purpose 
and media center, depicted here), all 
the colors were used, with a special 
emphasis on the school colors (blue 
and gold). 



A140.08 
The lobby is bright, inviting, and filled 
with natural light.  Open to both 
floors of the classroom wing (to the 
left of the image), it is a centralized 
landmark and gathering space for 
the school.   
 
The exterior massing of the 
classroom wing is translated into the 
interior, depicted in brick columns 
and painted walls.  The bright, multi-
colored floor pattern represents each 
of the colors assigned to the different 
grade levels. 



A140.09 
This colorful spine connects the 
dining/multipurpose room with the 
lobby, media center, and classrooms 
beyond.   



A140.10 
The dining room and multi-purpose 
rooms are divisible through use of a 
large motorized partition, and take 
full advantage of their north-facing 
exposure.   
 
The school colors of blue and gold 
are emphasized in the floor and 
ductwork as well as a horizontal 
datum of acoustical panels that 
transition onto the north-facing 
curtainwall.   



A140.11 
The result is a bright and welcoming 
institution that is a hopeful new heart 
of an aging neighborhood. 



Project Name: 
Progress Elementary School 
 
Project Location: 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 
Owner/Client: 
East Baton Rouge Parish School System  
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
(names and addresses) 
REMSON|HALEY|HERPIN Architects, APAC 
200 Government Street, Suite 100  
Baton Rouge, LA  70802  
 
Project Team: 
Samuel J. Herpin, AIA – Principal in Charge 
Christopher G. Remson, AIA – Design Principal 
Jason P. Hargrave, AIA – Project Architect 
 
Landscape Architect: 
Dana Brown and Associates, Inc. 
 
Consultants: 
Henry C. Eyre, P.E., Inc.          Mechanical Engineering/Plumbing  
Daniel T. Calongne & Assoc.    Electrical Engineering  
Forte and Tablada Engineering Civil Engineering/Special Systems 
Wardlaw & Lasseigne       Structural Engineering 
Futch Design Associates  Food Service Consulting 
LaMoyne Design Associates     Interior Design  
 
General Contractor: 
Ratcliff Construction 
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Photographer(s): 
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