
A-190.01 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
21,034 S.F. 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$221.86 
 
Construction Cost 
$4,666,783.82 
 
Date of Completion: 
October 2012 

Program Summary: 
A new parish library headquarters facility situated within the small 
downtown community of Amite, Louisiana. 
 
Program Statement: 
The building is organized into three distinct zones:  
1. book stacks, media, & social space 
2. circulation & information way-finding spine  
3. administration & support.   
  
 The circulation spine bisects the 1st & 3rd zones to contain the 

librarian customer service, circulation way-finding and digital card 
catalogue all in a single area.  Because the long, narrow piece of 
property spans across an entire block, the new two story library 
uses the site as an opportunity to connect the downtown with the 
historic residential neighborhood.  The building sits close to the 
street on the downtown side to engage the street front and  
pedestrian walkway. It sets away from the street facing the 
neighborhood to transition in scale and allow for visitor parking.  



A-190.02 
At the western entry, 
visitors are greeted by an 
outdoor plaza, followed by 
a fenced-in children’s 
courtyard.  A portion of the 
building extends out closer 
to the street on the north 
west.  This piece houses 
the public meeting room 
with roof top terrace 
above.   
 
Exterior materials are 
primarily brick with some 
use of standing seam metal 
wall panels in key locations 
to emphasize the 
importance of the spine as 
a clarifying element.   



A-190.03 
Although the circulation 
spine physically separates 
the public use functions 
from the administrative 
offices and support, it also 
contains all of the 
informational aspects of the 
library.   It conceptually 
functions as a “seam” 
connector in many aspects: 
public to private,  
first to second floor,  
urban to residential,  
And, most importantly, 
librarian to patron.  
 



A-190.04 
Within the media, stack, & 
social space is a large area 
for the children’s library, a 
multi-media browsing area, 
a young adult area, fiction 
and non-fiction and finally a 
closed off quiet area called 
the “living room”.  On the 
second floor is the local 
history/ genealogy 
area.  This space is 
situated within a double 
height volume which over-
looks the first floor library 
spaces.  Also, on the 
second floor, is a public use 
computer lab directly 
across from the local 
history area. There is also 
access to the public-use 
roof terrace.  
 
 
 
 
 
The historic downtown has 
experienced a long and 
slow decline.  The library 
hopes to spark a renewed 
interest and draw from the 
surrounding neighborhoods 
and communities. 

West Context: Downtown 

East Context: Residential Neighborhood 



A-190.05 
The harsh solar heat gain  
acquired by the unfortunate 
due west exposure is 
mitigated through the use 
of perforated aluminum 
shading screens.  The 
lapping panel detail is 
reproduced in several 
manifestations throughout 
the building. The detail 
references the form of a 
“page” or “sheet”. 



A-190.06 
The detailing of the street-
front brick façade takes on 
a tactile scale as it greets 
the pedestrian. 
 
The announcement of the 
entry to the spine as a 
different material of 
seamed metal panels 
reinforces its conceptual 
and programmatic role as a 
“seam”  for the organization 
of the program. 
 
The transparency of the 
entry vestibule is shaded 
with a large perforated flap; 
another manifestation of 
the “sheet” or “page”. 



A-190.07 
A large amount of roof 
water run-off is managed in 
a network of french drains 
under a wide bed of 
shucked oyster shells.  
 
The shucked shells were 
selected because the small 
town hosts an annual event 
called the Oyster Festival. 
The oyster industry was 
once an important 
contributor to the local 
economy. 
 
Window box protrusions 
cantilever  over the water 
management bed and 
provide window reading 
seats for the spaces within. 
 
The deep overhang above 
a polycarbonate clerestory 
allows for a managed level 
of harvested south facing 
natural light for the reading 
and social spaces. 
 
 



A-190.08 
An outdoor patio is 
accessed from the “living 
room” and non-fiction areas 
for adults who are looking 
for a quiet outdoor setting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A tree lined path extends 
from the circulation spine 
directly out to the 
residential neighborhood. 



A-190.09 
Upon entering from the 
west main entry, the first 
and largest area is the 
children’s library.  The high 
volume space is flooded 
with natural light and 
contains a large stylized 
cypress tree.  Children are 
encouraged to interact with 
the tree in several ways.  
An interactive touch-screen 
table is positioned beneath, 
while touch screen 
monitors are connected 
around the trunk.  There 
are also several hidden 
hinged panels within the 
trunk that reveal surprise 
information. 
 
The carpet tile floor pattern 
responds to the position of 
the tree as if there was an 
array of fallen leaves. 
 
The designers worked 
intimately with a local artist 
and craftsman to design 
and fabricate the tree. 
 
Window seats offer quiet 
opportunities for reading. 



A-190.10 
The young adult section, 
positioned directly across 
from the service counter, is 
strategically situated 
between the children's area 
and the adult sections. 
It contains  comfortable 
seating and collaboration 
tables.  There is also a 
small group meeting space 
within a glass enclosure. 
 
 



A-190.11 
The open plan of the fiction 
and non-fiction areas allow 
for complete flexibility.  The 
high volume space  is again 
flooded with natural light 
and is surrounded by 
overlooking second floor 
spaces.  The local history 
section, containing 
genealogy  and local 
historic artifacts, extends 
out over the space and is 
open to it. 
 
The second floor perforated 
aluminum handrail 
assembly continues the  
detailing from the exterior 
shading panels and flaps. 



A-190.12 
Along the spine at the 
second floor, several social 
seating nooks protrude as 
balconies and look down to 
the reading spaces and 
stacks below.  These 
spaces allow library patrons 
locations for solitude while 
hovering above the action. 
 
The natural light harvested 
within the spine drastically 
reduces the need for 
artificial lighting during the 
daytime hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All service and 
informational resources are 
consolidated within the 
spine at one area.  
 
The floor material of the 
spine is differentiated as a 
hard surface of bamboo 
strip to further emphasize 
its clarity of purpose. 
 



A190.13 
The terrace is used by 
patrons for lunch and 
coffee on a daily basis and 
can be rented for special 
events. 
 
 
 
 
 
It also recalls a bygone 
historical precedent.  The 
historic Hotel Ponder, just 
blocks away, lies vacant 
and in disrepair but recalls 
fond memories by elders of 
a once thriving small 
downtown community 
which could be viewed from 
its roof top terrace. 
 
 
Far Bottom Left: 
Historic Photo taken from 
exact vantage point which 
would have been seen from 
the spot of the new library 
roof terrace. 
 
Near Bottom Left: 
The Hotel Ponder, now 
vacant, contained a roof 
terrace. 
 



Project Name: 
Tangipahoa Parish Library Headquarters 
 
Project Location: 
Amite, La. 
 
Owner/Client: 
Tangipahoa Parish Government 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
(names and addresses) 
Holly and Smith Architects, APAC 
 
Project Team: 
Holly and Smith Architects, APAC 
 
Landscape Architect: 
Roy T. Dufreche and Associates 
 
Consultants: 
 
Mechanical & Electrical: 
Kalmans Marshall Engineering, Inc. 
 
Structural: 
Harmon Engineering, LLC 
 
Library Consultant: 
PSA-Dewberry, Inc.  
 
 
General Contractor: 
Frank A. Anzalone General Contractor, Inc. 

A-190.14 
Credit Slide 
 
This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope. 
 
Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x” 
 
Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention. 
 
Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column. 
 
Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without). 

Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
 
Marc Lamkin:  
Slides 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13 
 
Janina Scalfano: Slides 9,10,11,12 
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