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Building Area: (sf) 
37,755 sq ft total 
26,695 sq ft new 
15,060 sq ft renovation 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$227 
 
Construction Cost 
$9.1 million 
 
Date of Completion: 
2011 

Program Summary: 
New arts and athletics facility in Uptown New Orleans for an all-girls 
preparatory school 
 
Program Statement: 
With this second phase of a master plan now completed, this Pre K-
12th Grade Catholic girls academy’s identity and vitality have never 
been stronger. A decade ago, the firm developed an educational 
program and a phased master plan for the future development of the 
campus. Moving the lower school to a new campus allowed for 
demolition of the existing lower school facilities and an outmoded 
gymnasium on the original campus in order to construct a new arts 
and athletics facility for the middle and high schools. Linked to the 
original historic campus by means of a new covered bridge and 
incorporating renovation of an existing 1950’s building as arts and 
athletics support facilities, the athletics complex provides one 
competition and two practice basketball courts, training facilities, 
locker rooms and classrooms, and fronts a new playing field. 
Rainwater from the south-sloping roof is directed into runnels at the 
face of the loggia columns at the entry and directed through 
subsurface piping to a holding tank that cleans the runoff and 
repurposes it for irrigation. This treatment of water is intrinsic to the 
building’s form, displaying and ennobling storm water collection and 
storage – an essential goal for buildings in the New Orleans climate. 
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South Elevation 
 
The line of concrete loggia columns 
is at once structure, a strong vertical 
expression, a reference to the 
vernacular porch at the front of the 
campus, and a means to direct 
rainwater from the roof. The 
renovated 1950’s building is seen at 
left. 



A-210.03 
 
Connection to Historical Campus 
 
The new footbridge, shaded by 
vertical louvers to control east and 
west sun, connects the new arts and 
athletics facility to the existing 
historic campus and allows students 
to safely cross the street without 
supervision. The new footbridge 
smoothes the transition – the original 
footbridge (bottom right) was 
plagued by awkward internal stairs 
to transition between levels. 
 
An open stair connects the new 
gymnasium to the renovated arts 
and athletics building, while metal 
panels conceal a chiller platform 
beyond. 

Before 
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Site Plan 
 
Program serving the gymnasium is 
aligned in a simple bar on the south 
side of the new building. 
 
Sheltered outdoor circulation 
connects the various programs in the 
project where possible, minimizing 
mechanical heating and cooling. 

PLAN DIAGRAM 



A-210.05 
 
South Elevation and Section 
 
The running track at the second level 
of the gymnasium is a continuation 
of the pedestrian bridge in plan and 
section (1). The great floor-to-floor 
height affords space for a 
mechanical mezzanine (5) to 
unobtrusively distribute services to 
the gymnasium and minimizes the 
overall height of the building. 
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Entry Porch 
 
Cast-in-place concrete columns 
reference New Orleans’ porch 
tradition and visibly channel 
rainwater into storage units below 
the courtyard. 
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Vertical Louvers 
 
Vertical louvers control sunlight, 
reinforce dominant vertical lines, and 
offer various degrees of 
transparency through the new 
footbridge and exterior stair. 
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Water Management 
 
On-site treatment of rainwater is 
critical to sustainable building efforts 
in New Orleans, and represents an 
opportunity for new expression 
rather than yet another item to check 
off a list. This building features a 
simple, legible rainwater collection 
system designed with the building, 
rather than tacked on as an 
afterthought. Water from the single 
slope roof is directed into runnels at 
the face of the concrete columns and 
falls to collection basins filled with 
smooth stones at the base of each 
column. Water is then directed 
through subsurface piping to a 
holding tank for purification, where it 
is stored for irrigation.  
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Entry 
 
The entry terrace offers sheltered 
outdoor space for gathering before 
and after athletic events. 
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Gymnasium 
 
The new athletics complex provides 
one competition and two practice 
basketball courts. Clerestory 
windows offer ample natural light. 
Glazing at the gymnasium clerestory 
is variegated by pattern and glass 
type, and features operable windows 
to naturally ventilate the space. 
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Second floor porch 
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Footbridge 
 
The footbridge, clad with louvers, 
connects the new arts and athletics 
complex to the historic campus. 
 
Vertical louvers control sunlight, 
reinforce dominant vertical lines, and 
offer various degrees of 
transparency through the new 
footbridge. 



A-210.13 
 
West Elevation 
 
West elevation of new gymnasium 
and rear elevation of renovated arts 
building with new playing field. 



Project Name: 
Academy of the Sacred Heart  
Arts & Athletic Complex 
 
Project Location: 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
 
Owner/Client: 
Academy of the Sacred Heart 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Waggonner & Ball Architects 
2200 Prytania Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 
Project Team: 
David Waggonner 
Mac Ball 
Maria Papacharalambous 
Ramiro Diaz 
Sarah Weinkauf 
Allen Tufts 
Charles Sterkx 
Dennis Horchoff 
 
Landscape Architect: 
n/a 
 
Consultants: 
Shrenk and Peterson Consulting Engineers 
GVA Consulting Engineers 
Futureproof 
 
General Contractor: 
F.H. Myers Construction Corporation 
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Alise O’Brien (Slides 2, 5, 11, 12, 13) 
Ramiro Diaz (Slide 8) 
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