
A235.01 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
23,000 square feet 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$87 
 
Construction Cost 
$1,945,000 
 
Date of Completion: 
July 2011 

Program Summary: 
Architecture and interior design services for the renovation of a 1960s era 
church creating a new identity and place of worship for a consolidated 
congregation 
 
Program Statement: 
The church is a newly renovated place of worship in a 1960s modern era 
church born from the consolidation of three unique Catholic parishes 
following Hurricane Katrina in the Gentilly neighborhood of New Orleans.  
 
The existing church, a 23,000 square foot facility, was originally designed 
to hold in excess of 1000 occupants but over time, the congregation for 
which it was originally built had declined. When it was determined to 
combine with two other parishes, this facility was ideal. It had sustained 
minor flooding and storm related damage and the sanctuary was large 
enough to accommodate the new parishoners. But even with the 
consolidation the interior spaces still felt vacuous and cold. The need to 
create a sanctuary that respects the unique religious heritage and 
liturgical rites of each parish while providing a level of heightened 
intimacy become primary drivers of the design process.  
 
Renovating the interior provided a means to unite the congregation and 
establish a sense of ownership in their new church. Worship is unique to 
everyone and the renovations to the narthex, reconciliation room, nave, 
sanctuary, sacristies, and parish offices reflect that sensitivity derived 
from the community-based “Take Part” workshops that were facilitated by 
the design team during the 2-month pre-design phase of the project. 
Further, and perhaps most importantly, the newly renovated spaces 
provide a fresh identity for the combined congregation.  
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Campus Site Plan 

Church Floor Plan 
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Before Image 
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BEFORE IMAGE 
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Narthex Partition & Baptismal Font 
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View from behind the Narthex 
partition looking into the main 
worship space 
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View of the sanctuary and custom 
millwork liturgical elements including 
the ambo, altar, and tabernacle 
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Project Name: 
Transfiguration of the Lord  
Church Renovation 
 
Project Location: 
New Orleans LA 
 
Owner/Client: 
Transfiguration of the Lord Parish 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Eskew+Dumez+Ripple 
365 Canal Street, Ste 3150 
New Orleans LA 70130 
 
Project Team: 
Mark Ripple, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 
Steve Dumez, FAIA 
Shawn Préau, AIA 
Jennie West 
Adam Martin, RA, LEED AP BD+C 
Jessica Stumpf 
Marty McElveen 
 
Landscape Architect: 
Daly-Sublette Landscape Architects 
 
Consultants: 
Schrenk, Endom & Flanagan, LLC, Civil/Structural Engineers 
Nick Chase/Chase Marshall Architects, Liturgical Furnishing Design 
Dean Kageler/Axis Construction, Liturgical Furnishing Fabrication 
Sister Terry Falco, Liturgical Consultant 
Edward Begnaud, Liturgical Consultant 
 
GVA Engineering, 
Mechanical/Electrical Engineers 
 
General Contractor: 
Voelkel McWilliams Construction LLC 

A235.x 
Credit Slide 
 
This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope. 
 
Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x” 
 
Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention. 
 
Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column. 
 
Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without). 

Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
 
Timothy Hursley (Slides 4, 6-11) 
John McCusker/The Times-Picayune (Slide 5) 
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