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Building Area: (sf) 
9,712 sf (renovation) 
9,182 sf (new) 
18,910 sf (total) 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$233 
 
Construction Cost 
$5,534,739 
 
Date of Completion: 
May 2013 

Program Summary: 
Gymnasium renovation and addition for an all-girls Catholic school 
 
Program Statement: 
Founded in the Vieux Carre in 1727 by an order of nuns, this school 
enjoys the distinction of being both the oldest, continuously-operating 
school for girls and the oldest Catholic school in the United States.  
The Academy moved to its current location in 1912.  
 
In 2009, the firm was commissioned to renovate and expand the 
circa 1935 Gymnasium as a multi-purpose athletic center to 
supplement a main gymnasium built in 2004. The project 
incorporates the renovation of the original gymnasium and additions 
that form two new courtyards for the campus. The center features a 
dance studio, weight, cardio-fitness and training rooms, a conference 
room, a health science classroom and coaches offices. A new 
running track around the upper part of the gymnasium provides 
additional training equipment areas. The project also includes a new 
competition softball field. 
 
The architectural approach for this project was to use the additions to 
create a new courtyard for the north end of this multi-block campus 
that would function as a spiritual center for the athletics department. 
Preservation of the handsome, historic gymnasium structure was a 
priority.  Two legible, contemporary additions, that match the brick 
and window proportions of the original structure, are woven together 
with a one-story exterior gallery that wraps the east face of the 
complex and forms a cloistered court. 
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Gymnasium and Courtyard 
 
A new courtyard was fashioned out 
of an existing residual, catch-all 
space previously used for a variety 
of purposes. A new early childhood 
play space was constructed for an 
adjacent facility and the remaining 
space was designed as a courtyard 
to serve as the heart of the athletics 
complex, providing a space for pep 
rallies and victory celebrations for 
the school. 
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Site Plan 
 
1 New Softball Field 
2 North Addition 
3 Renovated Gymnasium 
4 South Addition 
5 New Covered Walkway 
6 New Courtyard 
7 Play Space 
8 Existing Athletic Complex 
9 Early Childhood Center 
10 Mausoleum 
11 Sisters’ Residence 
12 Chapel 
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Second Floor Plan 
 
1 Lobby 
2 Dance/Multi-purpose 
3 Classroom 
4 Storage 
5 Mechanical 
6 Conference 
7 Coaches’ Office 
8 Running Track 
9 Gym (Below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Floor Plan 
 
1 Lobby 
2 Weight Room 
3 Cardio Room 
4 Storage 
5 Mechanical 
6 Training Room 
7 Gym 
8 Stair 
9 Office Gym 
10 Field Storage 
11 Mechanical 
12 Existing Athletic Complex 
13 Plaza 
14 Play Space 
15 Existing Rectory 
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Gymnasium 
 
Historic cypress windows and their 
original wire protection screens were 
restored in the gym, repurposed as a 
basketball practice facility and 
competition volleyball court. A new 
steel-framed running track was 
suspended from the existing steel 
beams spanning the room. 
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North Elevation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
West Elevation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
East Elevation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Elevation 
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View of Addition from the West 
 
The new weight room and dance 
pavilion is separated from the 
historic gymnasium by a 
lobby/gallery which allows it to read 
as a separate building within the 
composition. The fenestration of this 
new element echoes the large, 
historic cypress windows of the 
original building. A zinc-clad wall 
element transforms into a deep 
overhang for three sides of this 
predominately glass wing. 
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Gallery 
 
Connector/Lobby space allows the 
South pavilion to stand  free of the 
original 1935 gymnasium.  This 
gallery is used  for changing exhibits 
and as a gathering place for informal 
meetings between students and 
teachers. 
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Dance Studio 
 
A new dance facility provides a new 
arts-related exercise space above 
the new weight room. The light filled 
space with a sprung  floor has a 
generous ceiling height for ballet, 
modern dance, jazzercise, yoga and 
other aerobic activities. 
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North Addition and Softball Field 
 
South Pavilion looking North 
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Courtyard 
 
Smaller children will start their 
athletics curriculum in the new 
Wellness Center.  A new loggia 
provides a connection to an earlier, 
circa 2004 gymnasium building.   A 
broad set of steps provides an 
amphitheater for informal instruction 
and as a gathering place after 
school.   
 
The firm has been asked to create a 
master plan for the rest of the 
campus including the main school 
building and chapel seen beyond the 
South pavilion.   



Project Name: 
Ursuline Academy Gymnasium Renovation 
and Addition 
 
Project Location: 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
 
Owner/Client: 
Ursuline Academy 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Waggonner & Ball Architects 
2200 Prytania Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 
Project Team: 
Mac Ball, Principal-in-Charge 
David Waggonner 
Paul Gamard, Project Architect 
David Curtis 
Charles Sterkx 
Steve Scollo 
Rami Diaz 
Andy Sternad 
John Kleinschmidt 
Kenner Carmody 
 
Landscape Architect: 
NOLA + Design 
 
Consultants: 
Schrenk, Endom and Flanagan 
Associated Design Group, New Orleans 
 
General Contractor: 
Catco, Inc. 
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Photographer(s): 
 
All photographs by Alise O’Brien. 
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