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Building Area: (sf) 
71,900 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$154 
 
Construction Cost 
$13,229,686.00 
 
Date of Completion: 
June 4, 2013 

Program Summary: 
A new public elementary school providing learning facilities for 
approximately 500 students in grades pre-K through 6th. 
 
Program Statement: 
The School incorporates several innovative strategies to create 
optimal learning environments. The initial challenge was not solely to 
provide a standard educational facility but to re-evaluate space-
planning that activated the school and increased contact time 
between educators and students. Being in an under-served 
community, the proposed solution to this challenge was focusing the 
design process towards leadership and empowerment. To enable the 
building to become an integral tool for learning, with the help of the 
school administration, the architects developed a theme based on 
leadership by incorporating graphics, quotes, and spaces dedicated 
to local, national and global leaders. The architects reached out to 
community members and students asking them to submit quotes 
from their favorite heroes and leaders to create the graphics that 
would be displayed throughout the entire school. Seeing the quotes 
daily will instill a level of discovery and encouragement for students 
from pre-k through 6th grade. Involving the community to take 
ownership of their school not only empowered the community, but 
activated the school with a spirit of strength for future young minds 
and educators.   



A-70.02 
As an image to this 
community visible from a 
major interstate highway, 
this facility has instilled a 
sense of pride and identity 
to a community that 
yearned to feel good about 
itself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The planning team was the 
facilitator of the process 
from program to design 
completion. The 
stakeholders participated in 
the process and were part 
of the final design solution. 
During the construction 
phase, community 
members continued to be 
part of the leadership / hero 
quote selection effort.  Now 
that the school is open, 
there is an ongoing 
competition, sponsored by 
school board members, to 
give prizes to those 
students who are able to 
memorize a specified 
number of quotes. 
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The site is located on a 
service road of Interstate 
55, thus giving the school 
high visibility within the 
community. The overall site 
is 24 acres and the school 
facility uses only 14 acres 
of the site. The master plan 
calls for the remainder to 
become community based 
athletic fields.  
 
 
The layout of the plan is 
separated into three wings, 
each of which is anchored 
by a large programmatic 
function; administration, 
media center, and 
cafeteria. Because of the 
significantly contoured site, 
the three wings are 
incrementally stepped 
down a hill. The wings are 
connected with transparent 
ramped corridors. Each of 
these helps to create a 
courtyard space which is 
used as an outdoor hard 
surface play area. 
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While it is the desire of the 
school system to have 
separate classrooms, this 
facility was originally 
programmed to have 
spaces that did not seem to 
accommodate the need. 
For instance, full size 
classrooms were called out 
for special education. The 
designers proposed that 
the sizes be smaller to 
accommodate the actual 
need and used the space 
gained to increase the size 
of the classrooms to allow 
a “slanted L” shape on the 
end of each room. This 
extra space allows 
teachers to set up special 
units for a long period of 
time so as to place more 
emphasis on instructional 
time. 

“slanted L” Classroom Configuration 
Intervention 

Space 



A-70.05 
Each of the three 
classroom wings are 
anchored at the front by 
what is referred to as the 
“big boxes”.  Each of these 
contains a large element of 
the program which is 
shared by all students and 
faculty.  They are: 
Administration, 
Library/Media Center, and 
Cafeteria.  Each of the 
boxes are punctuated by 
an aluminum perforated 
metal marquee. 
 
 
 
The classroom wing roof 
slopes are split and 
oriented toward the north.  
They harvest natural light 
for the corridor spaces 
thereby reducing the need 
for artificial lighting. 
 
The three wings step down 
the hill of the contoured 
site. 
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The design of each was 
tailored to the specific use 
within.  For example, the 
fenestration and detailing of 
the administration box is 
refined and regulated, while 
the large arched window of 
the Library reflects a more 
lofty and inspirational 
perspective. 
 
 
 
 
The Library’s large arched 
window overlooks the front 
porch and green lawn. This 
space is used for outdoor 
classroom activities and 
community gatherings. 
 
The town of Kentwood is 
small and has few 
industries.  However, one 
of its long standing 
businesses is that of a brick 
manufacturing facility. A 
mandate was given to the 
designers to use this local 
brick.  The designers 
embraced this requirement 
by exploiting the expressive 
qualities of masonry.  This 
is evident in the recessed 
detailing, cast stone insets, 
and brick archways. 
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Between each of the “Big 
Boxes” and classroom 
wings, there are two tiered 
outdoor spaces that can 
accommodate multiple 
classrooms for teaching 
and presentations during 
good weather.  It also 
serves as a partially 
covered, hard surface play 
area which can be utilized 
after a rain when the 
ground is still wet. 
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At the main entry lobby, 
visitors and students are 
greeted by the solidarity of 
a thickened masonry wall 
which extends down from a 
narrow two story volume.  
This transitional space 
reoccurs at the start of all 
three wings and serves as 
an entry point for the “big 
box” program space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A small public waiting room 
is situated beside the main 
secretary/greeter.  
Patterned glass filled 
openings filter views into 
the student waiting area.  
The greeting station has 
access to each waiting 
area from a central 
location. 



A-70.09 
During the programming 
process the designers 
recognized the need to 
create a sense of 
ownership within the new 
facility and also recognized 
through discussions with 
the Administration that the 
low socioeconomic 
character of the community 
created issues of low self 
esteem and low motivation. 
Recognizing this as an 
issue, the designers 
suggested that the school 
be themed in a manner that 
would bring to the surface 
self-help issues. After a 
brainstorming session with 
administrators and select 
community members, the 
theme of “Leadership” 
emerged. From that theme, 
sections of the school were 
segmented into 4 sub 
themes and were paired 
with the 4 “big boxes” as 
follows: 
 
1. Athletic Leadership 
(Multi-Purpose Bldg) 
2. Civic Leadership 
(Administration) 
3. Cultural Leadership 
(Library & Media Center) 
4. Innovation Leadership 
(Cafeteria) 
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Within those sub themes 
the community was 
engaged to find ‘heroes” at 
the international, national, 
regional and local levels. 
Along with that challenge 
quotes were to be 
submitted that aligned with 
this theme. The result of 
this community involvement 
has manifested in the 
posting of all of these 
quotes on the walls 
throughout  the school. It is 
the hope of the community 
participants that students 
who spend up to 8 years in 
this facility will be 
reinforced by the wise 
words that are posted on 
the walls and within the 
spaces of the school. 
 
A sloped corridor is used to 
circulate between each of 
the classroom wings.  The 
west facing wall surface is 
scattered with 12” square 
punched openings at 
various heights. Each 
opening contains a single 
word which are attributes of 
great leaders.  The size 
and position is adjusted to 
maximize visibility from a 
readable angle. 

floor pattern at intervention space 
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Each classroom has been 
set up to allow a small 
outside space for special 
interventions that can 
address individual needs. 
This allows the teacher 
inside the classroom visual 
supervision of this space 
while going about his / her 
normal process. This space 
also serves as a display 
area for student work, and 
is emphasized with color. 
Classrooms are named 
after a leader and have a 
corresponding quote on the 
window facing the corridor.  
 
Color was matched to the 
wings & sub theme as 
follows: 
 
1. Multi-Purpose Facility:  
Athletic Leadership :  
Blue/Purple 
2. Administration with Pre-
K, Kindergarten, & 1st : 
Civic Leadership : Orange 
3. Library & Media Center  
with 2nd,3rd,Art & Music. 
Cultural Leadership : Yellow 
4. Cafeteria with 4th, 5th, & 
6th  
Innovation Leadership : 
Green 
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The Multi-Purpose Building 
is modest and utilitarian.  
The interior walls are clad 
with perforated corrugated 
metal for acoustics and 
durability while the ceiling 
structure is exposed.  
Fabric duct socks provide a 
splash of color to continue 
the theme.  
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The library is open and 
flexible. It is flooded with 
natural light from the 
arched window.  The color 
yellow, used within the 
“Cultural” themed wing, is 
prevalent within the library 
space.  A burst of yellow 
emanates from the 
Librarian’s charge desk.  
 
The use of color and sub 
theme create grade 
clustered communities 
within the school.  As the 
student moves from grade 
to grade, the inspiration 
and wisdom of new leaders 
will be discovered.  It is 
postulated that these 
various types of leaders will 
impact children in various 
ways by exposing them to 
success and achievement 
from all facets of society. 

Library Floor Pattern. 
 



Project Name: 
O.W. Dillon Elementary School 
 
Project Location: 
Kentwood, La. 
 
Owner/Client: 
Tangipahoa Parish School System 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
(names and addresses) 
Holly and Smith Architects, APAC 
 
Project Team: 
Holly and Smith Architects, APAC 
 
Landscape Architect: 
N/A 
 
Consultants: 
 
Mechanical & Electrical: 
GVA Engineering, LLC 
 
Structural: 
Morphy Makofsky, Inc. 
 
 
General Contractor: 
Polk Construction 

A-70.14 Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
 
Marc Lamkin: All Photographs 
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