
A230.01 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
34,815 sf 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$323.86/sf 
 
Construction Cost 
$11,275,187 
 
Date of Completion: 
7/2013 

Program Summary: 
The Project serves as an anchor to establish a public entrance to the 
campus on a previously undefined edge.  
 
Program Statement: 
Embedded in a hillside at the entrance to campus, the new building 
presents a welcome greeting to the visitors of a rural college. The 
building location and orientation respond to the campus plan by 
reinforcing the edge of campus and providing a performance venue 
at a campus entrance. The concave face of the building symbolically 
gestures an embrace to those that enter campus while the luminous 
roof monitor presents a beacon to the surrounding community. 
Internally, these two architectural movements define the main lobby 
and concourse of the building, setting up a rhythm of hierarchical 
spaces that are bathed in natural daylight. The lobby also connects 
the existing Performance Theatre to the south, and the Visual Arts 
Center to the north. The rear of the building provides a student entry 
closest to the remainder of the academic zone of the campus. The 
remaining organization of the building neatly folds the different 
rehearsal and performance spaces into a coherent whole. The 
programmatic needs of the school are fulfilled with a concert hall, 
instrumental rehearsal hall, percussion rehearsal suite, choral 
rehearsal hall, recording suite, and all the necessary classrooms, 
practice rooms, faculty studios, and support spaces. The design 
creates rich, varied, yet acoustically correct spaces by using different 
patterns and amounts of a few simple elements, in order to meet the 
budgetary needs of the college.  
 



A230.02 
The east façade faces the public 
entry of campus. The main entrance 
to the building is conveniently 
located at the north end. Situated 
along the campus entry road this 
location served the dual purpose of 
being placed in the most prominent 
public location while also sheltering 
the entry from the strong prevailing 
winds.  
 
 
Faculty studios line the upper floor 
eastern edge of the building 
providing them with view to the 
adjacent countryside.  



A230.03 
Site plan: 
The public entry to campus 
approaches from the east and 
moves through the threshold created 
by the performing arts buildings 
along the eastern edge. The steep 
topography of the campus is 
accounted for by the use of large 
retaining walls constructed of 
indigenous rock and landscaped with 
local vegetation.  



A230.04 
First Floor Plan: 
 
Designed to be compact and 
efficient, the plan works on a double 
loaded corridor that isolates the 
major rehearsal rooms from one 
another and the concert hall by using 
the airspace of the hallway cavity. 
Each of these rooms are further 
isolated on separate floor slabs to 
reduce reverberation through the 
structure. Public space is organized 
to the east side of the plan with 
administrative facilities located near 
the main entrance at the northeast 
corner. The back of house, the west 
and south corridors, can be securely 
closed off during performances. 



A230.05 
Second Floor Plan: 
 
The open concourse of the second 
floor creates a visual connection 
between levels and fosters social 
interactions  while additionally 
providing natural daylight to the 
interior of the public space. The 
faculty studios are congregated 
along the eastern wall of the building 
to promote scholarly interactions 
while the student practice rooms are 
conveniently located just across the 
concourse. 
 
The alcove located on the north side 
houses the department recording 
studio. This shortened corridor 
provide the school with opportunities 
to expand in the future. 
 
The main mechanical branches run 
along the southern and western 
corridors to maximize efficiency. 



A230.06 
Entry Stair: 
 
This simple yet elegant stair 
provides an inviting entry sequence 
for the users. The use of curtain wall 
opens up and connects the lobby to 
the rest of campus and the 
community, providing views and 
natural light.  
 
The STC ratings of the various 
practice rooms just above and 
beyond the stairs are engineered to 
let music reverberate into the 
concourse and lobby yet not re-enter 
back into adjoining rooms. The 
owner specifically  requested that 
the sounds of music greet the users 
as a part of the entry sequence. 



A230.07 
First Floor Lobby Atrium acts as 
main circulation on the North-South 
axis of campus connecting the 
Visual Arts Building to the 
Performance Venue. 
 
Bathed in natural daylight, the lobby 
hosts pre-function concert events as 
well as daily scholastic necessities.   



A230.08 
Natural daylighting is incorporated 
into classrooms, rehearsal spaces 
and the lobby through high 
clerestory windows. Natural light is 
let further into the building by large 
floor openings in the second floor 
lobby, creating an open balcony to 
the first floor.  



A230.09 
The Choral Rehearsal Hall doubles 
as a lecture and recital space. The 
finishes in this space take their cues 
from the Concert Hall. A rusticated 
base is applied to all but the 
teaching wall with stacked stone. 
Risers are provided for 
chorale/audience, allowing all users 
a clear view to the 
teaching/performance wall. The front 
of the room includes a 60” LCD flat 
panel screen, built in audio/visual 
cabinet and millwork marker board 
cabinet. Recording and playback 
capabilities are provided, utilizing 
speakers flanking the front teaching 
wall. Natural light is brought into the 
space utilizing south facing 
clerestory windows. Variable 
acoustics are provided in the space 
through retractable curtains on all 
but the teaching wall. When not in 
use the curtains are hidden in wall 
pockets. Barrel diffusers applied to 
all walls and ceiling tiles diffuse the 
sound throughout the space. The 
diffusion is further helped by a wood 
slat wall system framing the teaching 
wall, and throughout the upper third 
of the room. 



A230.10 
The two major themes of the 
Percussion Rehearsal Hall are 
absorption and storage. The college 
uses a multitude of percussion 
instruments which require a 
significant quantity of storage. The 
space was designed with its own 
dedicated storage room, accessed 
from the teaching wall. Opposite the 
teaching wall is a wall of large 
millwork cabinets for additional 
storage. Acoustical wall panels are 
applied to the face of the cabinets to 
help absorb sound. The floor of the 
rehearsal room is a built up floating 
floor finished with carpet. This 
assembly helps absorb sound, and 
minimizes the transfer of low 
frequency sounds in or out of the 
space. The west wall of the 
rehearsal hall is covered in large 
mirrors used as a teaching tool for 
students to see their movements. 
Upper walls of the space are built of 
diffusing concrete blocks alternating 
with absorbing acoustical wall 
panels. The combination of 
absorption and diffusion, including 
hung curved ceiling diffusers, 
achieves an optimal acoustic 
balance, and minimizes the sound 
transfer to other spaces.  



A230.11 
The existing campus vernacular of 
dry stacked rock retaining walls are 
repeated inside the building, 
connecting the inside and outside 
experiences. The upper walls of the 
Concert Hall are undulating 
horizontal curves, mimicking both 
the wind and rolling hills of the 
region, while also symbolizing the 
wave frequencies of the musical 
notes they contain. The rising and 
falling forms further reflect the music 
generated within the space and 
improve the acoustics of the room.  



A230.12 
Warm wood tone finishes 
compliment the stacked stone 
vernacular. The parterre seating 
galleries are wrapped in wood 
millwork that further reinforce the 
reference to the architectural 
landscape of the region. 
 
Retractable curtains are utilized to 
alter room acoustics. The curtain 
pockets house both the curtains and  
LED accent lighting to add drama to 
the wall shaping.  



A230.13 
Above: East façade of building at 
dusk. 
 
Below: North entrance from 
performing arts venue. 



Project Name: 
Casper College School of Music 
 
Project Location: 
Casper, WY 
 
Owner/Client: 
Casper College 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
(names and addresses) 
MOA ARCHITECTURE 
821 17th St #400 
Denver, CO 80202  
 
HMS Architects, apc 
1515 Poydras St. Ste. 2150 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Project Team: 
Keith Steger- Principal-in-Charge 
Stephanie Norris – Senior Architect 
Damien Job – Project Architect 
Scott Welty – Architect 
Michael Vega - Architect 
Nathaniel Walker – Designer 
Amy Savoie – Interior Designer 
 
Landscape Architect: 
N/A 
 
Consultants: 
Theatre Consultants Collaborative, Theater 
Consultant 
D.L. Adams, Acoustical/AV Consultant 
 
General Contractor: 
Groathouse 

A230.x 
Credit Slide 
 
This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope. 
 
Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x” 
 
Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention. 
 
Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column. 
 
Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without). 

Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
 
All Images –  Michael Robinson 
 Photography 
 
Except: Landscape  images on 
 slides 12 & 13  from Google 
 maps 
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