
A-285 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
1000 sq. ft.  
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$17 
 
Construction Cost 
$17,000 
 
Date of Completion: 
December 17, 2013 

Program Summary: 
A shade pavilion on Scout Island in City Park, to be used by leaders 
and students during programming for Louisiana Outdoor Outreach 
Program.  
 
Program Statement: 
Louisiana Outdoor Outreach program [LOOP] engages local 
students in outdoor education and leadership programs through 
adventure-based activities on their challenge course site in City Park.  
Through an open Request for Proposals, LOOP identified a need for 
space for program expansion. Their current site is difficult to access 
and far from any seating, storage or shaded gathering spaces. A new 
pavilion would allow LOOP to provide better, safer programs for the 
students with whom they work, in addition to assisting with 
fundraising by attracting more professional groups to use the course.  
To address these issues, the project team designed a shade pavilion 
that incorporates storage and seating into a large shade structure 
used for teaching and gathering before and after challenge course 
activities. The design is inspired by the tree canopy surrounding the 
challenge course, and uses blank aluminum traffic signs as a 
modular, exterior grade unit to create an abstracted, high-performing 
canopy overhead.  In keeping with the context of the adjacent ropes 
course structure, the canopy was suspended with steel cable from a 
larger steel structure in a way that creates an undulating complex 
curve. The seating is built into an earth berm created by reusing 
railroad ties from the St. Charles Ave. streetcar line. 
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The completed pavilion on Scout 
Island in City Park.  
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The project site is an isolated island 
in City Park, home to three “outdoor 
rooms” housing large high ropes 
course structures. To preserve the 
initial view of the high ropes upon 
entering the site, and the feeling of 
being in the wilderness, the goal was 
to occupy the open area of the ropes 
course as little as possible. The 
pavilion site was carved out of the 
woods surrounding the first room by 
removing invasive trees to clear the 
area.  
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The inspiration for the pavilion 
design was taken from the 
experience of being inside the 
woods surrounding the outdoor 
room. While the woods appear as a 
solid “wall” when viewed from the 
course, the experience of being 
inside the woods is much more 
spatial, with incredible filtered light 
and views to the sky through the 
existing tree canopy. The project 
team sought to recreate this 
experience by designing a canopy 
with a repeating modular unit and 
controlling the spacing between the 
units to create unique light and 
shadow patterns. The team chose to 
use exterior-grade blank aluminum 
yield signs because of their weather 
resistance and adaptable geometry. 
The signs are made from an alloy 
that is 70% post consumer recycled 
aluminum.  
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The design was diagrammatically 
broken into two parts: the ground 
portion, which contains a concrete 
pad surrounded by an earth berm 
with built in seating, and the sky 
portion, containing a suspended 
shade canopy made of sign blanks 
and custom aluminum connector 
plates. A steel structure ties the two 
together. 
The berm was built against a railroad 
tie retaining wall, utilizing retired ties 
from the St. Charles Avenue 
streetcar line. 
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The canopy went through many 
assembly iterations. Full-scale 
mockups were made to test each 
option’s feasibility. Shown are three 
early iterations of connectors made 
from different components. In the 
end, the project team identified a 
need for a simple plate that would 
allow for a thin, controlled space 
between the signs for light to filter 
through.  
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The final connector plate is a 
hexagon with slits creating six 
“fingers.” The simple geometry 
allowed for efficient fabrication 
through the use of a CNC machine, 
and the slits allowed for more 
flexibility in the canopy and less 
visual presence.  
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Canopy assembly diagram. 
Each connector plate is attached to 
six signs using bolts and lock nuts. 
The connector is attached centrally 
to an eye hook connected to a 
galvanized steel cable, with is 
connected to another eye hook in 
the steel angle overhead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The connectors were painted a 
gradient of blue tones representing 
the sky beyond. The edges of the 
canopy employed several varieties 
of custom connectors that 
accommodated the irregular shape 
of the edge. 
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The canopy was assembled in 
swaths on the ground to make the 
process easier and more efficient. 
Each connector was attached to its 
cable before being lifted into place. 
The signs were painted a variety of 
green tones chosen by the client to 
prevent glare that could endanger 
ropes course participants climbing 
above.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each swath was built on top of a 
rigid wooden “raft” which made the 
flexible surface easier to transport. 
The swath was arranged into place 
under the steel structure, attached to 
the rope and pulley system, and 
lifted into place. After securing a few 
cables to the steel structure, the raft 
was released and reused to 
assemble the next swath.  
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The undulating form of the roof was 
created by manipulating the cable 
lengths from above. Each cable was 
pulled to the appropriate length and 
then secured. The roof was adjusted 
as each new swath was lifted into 
place.  Rigid threaded rods were 
also used at several points 
throughout the roof surface in lieu of 
cable to help strengthen the canopy 
against uplift.  
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The canopy creates unique shadow 
patterns across the floor and 
seating.  



A-285.11 
The gathering pavilion in use as a 
teaching and programming support 
space 



A-285.12 
Pravilion in use 



Project Name: LOOP Pavilion 
 
Project Location: City Park, New Orleans, 
Louisiana 
 
Owner/Client: Louisiana Outdoor Outreach 
Program, City Park 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Emilie Taylor 
Tulane City Center 
6823 St. Charles Ave. 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
 
Project Team: 
Emilie Taylor 
Sam Richards 
Dan Ackerley 
Madison Baker 
Casey Bemis 
Michelle Carroll 
Rachel Conques 
Jose Cotto 
John Coyle 
Maggie Easley 
Emma Jasinski 
Kate Luxner 
Sarah Satterlee 
Meredith Zelenka 
 
Consultants: Walter Zehner, Engieneer 
 
General Contractor: Tulane City Center 
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Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
 
David Armentor: Slides 2,8,10,11,12,13 
Sarah Satterlee: Slides 4,5,6,7, 9 (bottom 3) 
Emilie Taylor: Slides 3, 6 
Paula Burch: Slide 9 (top) 
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