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POLITICS AS USUAL …. Challenging Times for Advocacy 

Here’s the short version of what happened in the past two weeks. The session adjourned 

sine die on June 8th without final passage of a budget. A special session designed to pass 

a budget began 30 minutes later. The bottom line: for the first time in roughly 18 months 

we were successful in fighting off several attempts to massively increase taxes, and the 

political climate is near one of the worst levels of combativeness it’s been in years.  

 

 Below are two pieces of legislation which affect the practice of architecture: 

  

ACT NO. 49 – SENATOR APPEL 

 

Effective August 1, 2017, “… all architects, engineers and awarding authorities shall 

place in their bid specifications the requirement that a contractor shall certify that he 

holds an active license under the provisions of this Chapter by displaying his license 

number on the bid envelope… Except as otherwise provided herein, if the bid does 

not display the contractor’s number on the bid envelope, the bid shall be 

automatically rejected, shall be returned to the bidder marked “Rejected”, and shall 

not be read aloud.” 

 

The entire new law with electronic bid requirements can be viewed here: 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1049123 
 

  

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1049123


SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 149 – SENATOR CORTEZ 

 

This resolution establishes the Best Practices in Public Contracts Task Force to “study 

best practices from other states to determine a fair method to evaluate bids on public 

works contracts based on best value instead of lowest cost, and determine the best 

means to leverage public/private partnerships to deliver public works projects.” 

AIA Louisiana will have a representative on this Task Force. 

 

The entire resolution can be viewed here:  

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1048030 
 

 

Roughly thirty minutes after the 2017 regular session adjourned sine die the second 

special session convened and the House immediately adjourned until 9 a.m. on Monday, 

June 12th and the Senate adjourned until 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 14th.  The special 

session was required to end by June 19th and the governor narrowly tailored the call to 

address budget and capital outlay issues left unfinished during the regular session, 

specifically the following four items: 

 

1. To legislate to provide for making supplemental appropriations for the ordinary 

operating expenses of state government for the Fiscal Year 2016-2017. (see HB 

625 by Henry of the Regular Session) 

 

2. To legislate to provide for making appropriations for the ordinary operating 

expenses of state government for the Fiscal Year 2017-2018. (see HB 1 by Henry 

of the Regular Session) 

 

3. To legislate with regard to the capital outlay budget and the capital outlay 

program for the Fiscal Year 2017-2018. (see HB 2 by Abramson of the Regular 

Session) 

 

4. To legislate with regard to the enactment of an Omnibus Bond Authorization Act 

of 2017. (see HB 3 by Abramson of the Regular Session)” 

 

Virtually no tax increasing bills passed 

Despite heavy pushes for “tax reform” by the governor and many legislators, very few 

tax measures saw the light of day during the regular session. That’s mostly because “tax 

reform” means different things to different people. 

 

Earlier this year, Sen. J.P. Morrell, D-New Orleans (the Chairman of the Senate Revenue 

and Fiscal Affairs Committee) heavily and vocally supported the governor’s sentiments 

that the House of Representatives should send legislation to his committee that would 

generate at least $440 million in new revenue to address the current year’s budget woes 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1048030


and kick-start a fix to address the “fiscal cliff” set to occur July 1, 2018, when a long list 

of tax increasing measures is set to expire.  

  

When the Senate Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Committee received House-passed 

Constitutional Amendments and a companion statute to eliminate federal tax liability 

deduction for both corporate and individual tax returns and authorize a flat rate of 6.5% 

for corporations and 3.95% for individuals the Chairman of the Committee (as well as 

several other members) stated they declined to move these bills onto the Senate floor as 

it was not a “comprehensive tax reform package,” although these bills were the prime 

recommendation of the Sales Tax Streamlining Commission (a.k.a., the HCR 11 Task 

Force).  

  

A few minor exemptions passed (a measure dealing with medical devices and a bill 

dealing with bullion) but otherwise none of the tax bills designed to extend Acts 25 and 

26 of the first special session of 2016 moved through the legislative process this year (HB 

220 by Rep. Tanner Magee, R-Houma; HB 411 by Rep. Ted James, D-Baton Rouge, HB 

562 by Rep. Katrina Jackson, D-Monroe, and HB 609 by Rep. Jay Morris, R-Monroe).  An 

attempt to streamline the sales and use tax exemptions and exclusions – HB 673 by Rep. 

Julie Stokes, R-Kenner – made it through the House of Representatives and two Senate 

Committees before failing to pass the Senate. 

 

In other words: very little was accomplished by way of “tax reform” and that isn’t so 

bad if you’re a taxpayer in the state. However, very little major ”spending reform” 

passed the process either. Frankly, the unwillingness of the House or the governor to 

budge from their positions on the budget is what caused the meltdown on the last day of 

the session. A majority in the Senate sided with the governor in wanting to spend 100 

percent of the projected revenues for FY 17-18 and the House wanted to only spend 97.5 

percent. No agreement – no compromise – no Budget.  Thus, another special session 

became a reality. 

 

Here’s an article that captures some of the other broad issues and outcomes of the 

regular session:  

 

http://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/article_aab266ba-4cc9-11e7-a30d-

b73aba2aa673.html  

 

A look at what passed, failed in Louisiana lawmaking session 

By MELINDA DESLATTE,  

Associated Press (via The Advocate – Baton Rouge) 

Jun 8, 2017 - 11:11 pm 

 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — Lawmakers filed more than 900 bills for consideration in 

the legislative session that ended Thursday, with the heaviest debate focused on state 

http://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/article_aab266ba-4cc9-11e7-a30d-b73aba2aa673.html
http://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/article_aab266ba-4cc9-11e7-a30d-b73aba2aa673.html


spending and tax policy. But other measures dealing with criminal sentencing laws, 

public education, Confederate monuments and pay issues also drew debate time over 

the two months. Some of what passed and failed: 

 

BUDGET: 

The House and Senate failed to reach an agreement on the state's $28 billion-plus 

operating budget for the financial year that begins July 1, forcing the Legislature into a 

special session. At issue is whether to trust the state's income forecast and spend all the 

money available or leave some unspent as a cushion in case the forecast is too optimistic. 

House Republican leaders want to spend less, saying that would keep them from 

making midyear budget cuts if the forecast isn't met. The Senate, backed by Democratic 

Gov. John Bel Edwards and House Democrats, wants to spend all available dollars, 

saying otherwise lawmakers would have to make harmful cuts to services. 

 

TAXES: 

No deal was reached on taxes, despite months of talk about how lawmakers would 

focus on a tax overhaul to stabilize Louisiana's finances and address a looming $1 billion 

budget gap that hits in mid-2018 when temporary taxes expire. The House — where 

most tax measures must start — blocked anything that could be considered a tax hike 

and scrapped nearly every bill recommended by a task force offering a roadmap for 

reform efforts. The Senate was stymied, unable to consider much without House 

cooperation. Senators rejected the few piecemeal bills the House sent over. 

 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE: 

Edwards' biggest victory was passage of a criminal justice revamp aimed at reducing 

Louisiana's top-in-the-nation incarceration rate. The bills lessen sentences for nonviolent 

crimes, boost spending on programs aimed at helping people who leave prison so they 

don't reoffend, and ease the financial burdens ex-offenders face when they are released. 

An effort to end Louisiana's use of the death penalty, which wasn't part of the criminal 

justice overhaul, failed. Lawmakers increased police training requirements and agreed 

to better track officers' disciplinary records nearly a year after Alton Sterling, a black 

man, was fatally shot during a struggle with white Baton Rouge police officers. 

 

EDUCATION: 

Edwards' proposal to put limits on the state's voucher program stalled, along with his 

recommended changes to Louisiana's system of evaluating teachers. His push to ban 

corporal punishment in public schools for students with disabilities easily won 

approval, though a broader proposal not pushed by the governor to prohibit all corporal 

punishment stalled. Students won't need a doctor's permission to bring sunblock to 

public schools, and college governing boards will continue to have the ability to raise 

student fees. 

 

  



TOPS: 

College students who receive tuition payments through the TOPS program won't 

encounter new residency or repayment requirements. The nearly $300 million won't face 

any substantive changes and will pay students' full tuition charges in the 2017-18 school 

year. A study group will look at recommending future legislation, amid concerns about 

the program's price tag. 

 

PAY ISSUES: 

The governor's bid to raise Louisiana's minimum wage from the $7.25-per-hour federal 

level to $8.50 and to enact an equal-pay bill requiring private businesses to pay the same 

wages to men and women who perform the same work failed to win support for a 

second year. Both stalled in the Senate, and a separate effort aimed at achieving equal 

pay by providing more wage transparency was killed in the House. 

 

LGBT RIGHTS: 

A proposal to add protections into Louisiana law against discrimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity failed. Lawmakers agreed to make Louisiana the 49th 

state to allow same-sex couples to receive domestic-abuse protections. 

 

ABORTION: 

Lawmakers toughened requirements for parental consent when a minor wants to get an 

abortion, mandating that the guardian provide proof of identity, including a 

government-issued identification card such as a driver's license. But the issue of abortion 

drew less attention this year. 

 

CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS: 

Decisions on the fate of Confederate monuments erected in towns and cities around 

Louisiana will be left to local governments. An effort to make it harder to remove the 

statues was backed in the House, prompting a walkout from black lawmakers. But the 

bill was spurned by senators. 

 

OTHER ISSUES: 

Louisiana won't hold a constitutional convention and won't join 44 other states in 

creating statewide regulations governing ride-hailing services such as Uber and Lyft. 

For the second consecutive year, senators jettisoned a proposal to penalize so-called 

sanctuary cities that limit cooperation with immigration authorities. The House refused 

to shorten the waiting period for a divorce when the married couple has children under 

18. 

 

 

 

 

 


