
 BUSINESS FORUM BUSINESS FORUM
KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS

June R. Jewell, CPA 
President & CEO of AEC Business Solutions 

Presentation:  
Getting your PMs to think like Owners

June R. Jewell has more than 28 years of business management consulting experience and 
unsurpassed knowledge of the AEC industry. From 1990 through 2014 June was a successful 
Deltek Premier partner implementing hundreds of A&E firms on the Wind2 and Deltek Vision 
systems.

After selling her business, she became the Amazon best-selling author of the book “Find The Lost 
Dollars: 6 Steps to Increase Profits in Architecture, Engineering and Environmental Firms.”

Springboarding off the success of her Find the Lost Dollars™ book, June launched her current 
venture, AEC Business Solutions, a company entirely focused on helping A&E firms build more 
profitable businesses. June has bundled almost 30 years of experience working with A&E firms 
into a comprehensive enterprise program, Find the Lost Dollars™, designed to:
•	 help A&E firm leaders uncover areas of their firm that need attention, 
•	 teach A&E firm leaders and up and coming managers, not just what they need to know, but 

what they need to do to improve the success of their projects and firm, and
•	 help A&E firms improve processes and systems.

June has built and run two successful consulting practices and is a highly sought after speaker 
at industry events and conferences. As a speaker, June reveals how to develop successful 
competitive business strategies based on the creative application and improvement of people, 
process and leading-edge technologies.

DeWayne Ables 
President of Pioneer IQ 

Presentation:  
How to choose the right person to lead 
your firm

DeWayne Ables, founder and president of Pioneer IQ, guides the strategic growth of companies 
in the design and construction industry. Over the past 16 years, DeWayne has evolved a unique 
growth process for design and construction firms that uncovers the unique purpose of an 
organization, aligns leadership and employees to deliver on that purpose, and emphasizes exploring 
new markets.

His expertise in the AEC industry keeps pace with changes and trends through the ongoing study 
of hundreds of owners, architects, engineers, contractors, and specialty subcontractors in the US.

Most industries have faced economic challenges in recent years—first a shortage of projects, 
now a shortage of people. However, Ables and the Pioneer Team, through this unique process, 
were able to:
•	 Identify an emerging industry for a general contractor and take them to the ENR Top 10 in 

27 months;
•	 Double the size of a design firm in 13 months by aligning staff, projects, and clients with the 

firm’s core purpose; and
•	 Increase a design-build firm’s backlog by 140% by penetrating healthcare and senior 

housing markets.

Prior to launching Pioneer IQ, DeWayne developed and implemented a go-to-market plan for a 
fully integrated design-build company that provided consulting, commercial real estate, funding, 
design, and construction services to a national market.
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KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS

Matt Connor, CPSM 
President and Head Coach of  
Coach Connor, LP 

Presentation:  
Work-Life Balance

David Stone, B Arch 
blüStone Marketing 

Presentation:  
Market and Business Development Practices

Kenneth Smith, P.E., FACEC 
President & CEO of T. Baker Smith, Inc. 

Moderator:  
Roundtable Discussions:The Business of 
Engineering

With over 23 years of relationship driven, executive-level marketing and business development 
experience, Matt’s talent lies in creating authentic and effective networks, inspiring teams, and 
guiding individuals to achieve both personal growth and professional success. As a speaker, 
coach, and mentor, Matt forges sincere connections with his audience and adds meaningful 
value regardless of subject, setting, or size. 

Speaking nationally on a variety of topics, he delves into universal challenges such as Leadership,
Public Speaking, Burnout, Bullying, Job Transitioning, Positivity, Marketing & Business 
Development, and more. His personality and presentation style are engaging, and thought-
provoking. He is a certified Coach and Infinite Possibilities Trainer, and his background, career, 
and passion shine when he is helping others prosper. Matt is the President and Head Coach of 
Coach Connor Consulting. Matt lives in Houston, Texas with his wife, Shelly, and his children, 
Trent and Peyton.

One of the leading marketing thinkers in the AE industry, David Stone has advised hundreds of 
design firms around the globe. He is the author of 15 books and is a sought-after speaker at AE 
conferences around the world. 

With a career that began in architecture in the mid-70s, David has held every position from 
Draftsman to Principal. He has witnessed and dealt with the massive changes this industry faces 
and continues to explore new ways to promote and sell design and construction services.

blüStone Marketing provides consulting, training and coaching in marketing, business  
development and sales for professionals in the architecture and  engineering professions. They 
work with private design firms and the many associations representing them.

Kenneth Wm. Smith, P.E., P.L.S. represents third generation leadership of the firm bearing his 
grandfather’s name, T. Baker Smith, C.E. A Louisiana Tech University graduate, he is a Louisiana-
licensed professional civil engineer, environmental engineer, and land surveyor. 

Additionally, he holds professional civil engineering licenses in eight other states. Affiliated with 
TBS his entire life, he has 36 years of experience, working from field hand to his current position 
of President and CEO.

Kenny is the lifeblood of the firm’s overarching purpose—to cultivate people by identifying and 
developing their talents and allowing them to perform meaningful work, ultimately providing 
stability for their families and improving their communities. He says, “If our associates grow, 
develop, and feel empowered, TBS grows—win-win.” Outside of the office, he is a husband, 
father, grandfather, and avid outdoorsman.



 
 

2018 BUSINESS FORUM 
 
When:  Thursday, May 17, 2018   Where: Renaissance Baton Rouge Hotel 
Cost:  $195.00 Members      7000 Bluebonnet Boulevard 
  $295.00 Non-Members       Baton Rouge, LA  70810 
 
 
 

TIME TOPIC   SPEAKER PROGRAM  
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Registration/Continental 

Breakfast 
  

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Session I 
Operations Management 

 

June R. Jewell, CPA 
President & CEO 

AEC Business Solutions 

Getting Your PMs to Think Like 
Owners 

10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Session II 
Personnel Management  

DeWayne Ables, President 
Pioneer IQ 

How to Choose the Right 
Person to Lead Your Firm 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. BREAK   
11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.  

LUNCHEON 
Matt Connor, CPSM 

Coach Connor, LP 
Work-Life-Balance 

1:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. BREAK   
1:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Session III 

Marketing/Business 
Development 

David Stone, B Arch 
bluStone Marketing 

Market & Business 
Development Practices 

2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Session IV 
Roundtable Discussions 

Kenneth Smith, P.E., FACEC 
President & CEO 

T. Baker Smith, Inc. 

The Business of Engineering 

 
EARN UP TO 7 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS (PDH)  

(Note:  Event/Schedule changes may occur due to unexpected conflicts) 
 

 
HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS & AVAILABILITY 

Rooms are available for May 16 and 17 at the Renaissance Baton Rouge Hotel – Cutoff Date:  April 21st 
Group Name:  American Council of Engineering Companies of Louisiana (ACEC/L) 

Rate:  $144.00 plus applicable taxes   (*Free Parking on Hotel Property) 
Call for Reservations:  866-469-5448 or visit http://www.marriott.com 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

 

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=American%20Council%20of%20Engineering%20Companies%20Business%20Forum%5Ebtrbb%60am5am5a%60144.00%60USD%60false%604%605/16/18%605/18/18%604/21/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes


2018 BUSINESS FORUM 
 
 

Registration Due Date:  May 10, 2018! 
-Refunds will not be given after May 10th however, substitutions may be accepted- 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Firm Name          
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Office Address           
 
__________________________________________________________________________(____)______________________ 
City, State, Zip           Phone  

$195.00 Member 
$295.00 Non-Member 

Attendee(s) – Up to four (4) per submittal  Title    Email Address   
 
1)____________________________________     _____________________________     ____________________________ $________ 
 
2)____________________________________     _____________________________     ____________________________ $________ 
 
3)____________________________________     _____________________________     ____________________________ $________ 
 
4)____________________________________     _____________________________     ____________________________ $________ 
 
           Registrations:            $________ 
           Sponsorship:             $________ 
           TOTAL:             $________ 
Please choose one: 
_____Check Attached    _____Invoice our company (ACEC/L Members Only) 
_____I will send a check made payable to ACEC/L – only one check is necessary for each company if multiple attendees. 
 
SEND YOUR REGISTRATION/SPONSORSHIPS FORM(S) AND CHECK (IF APPLICABLE) TO: 
 ACEC/L       FAX OR EMAIL YOUR REGISTRATION FORM(S) TO: 
 9643 Brookline Avenue, Suite 112 (OR)  (225) 927-7779 (fax) 
 Baton Rouge, LA  70809     E-mail:  jtomeny@acecl.org 
 
          FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
          Date Payment Rec’d:  _________ 
          Check Number:_______________ 

  REGISTRATION FORM 

 

 

mailto:jtomeny@acecl.org


 

2018 BUSINESS FORUM 
  

 
 

Sponsorship Submittal Deadline:  May 10th 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Firm Name                                                                  Name of Contact     
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Office Address                      City, State, Zip 
        
(_____)______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone                                                                    Email 

 
SPONSORSHIP LEVEL       SPONSORED EVENT                                                ____ COST                        Sponsor’s Entitlements________ 
 
Gold Sponsor*   Luncheon     $1,000.00 Registration for three (3) attendees 

Sponsorship recognition* 
Personal Recognition at Luncheon 

 
Silver Sponsor*  Continental Breakfast    $750.00  Registration for two (2) attendees 

Sponsorship recognition* 
 
Bronze Sponsor*  Continuous Break Stations    $500.00  Registration for one (1) attendee 

Sponsorship recognition* 
 
 
*Sponsors will be listed on printed materials, signage and recognized in the Louisiana Engineer & Surveyor Journal. 
 
     TOTAL TO BE INCLUDED ON BUSINESS FORUM REGISTRATION:              $__________ 
 
   
 
 ACEC/L      FAX OR EMAIL YOUR REGISTRATION FORM(S) TO: 
 9643 Brookline Avenue, Suite 112  (OR) (225) 927-7779 
 Baton Rouge, LA  70809    E-mail:  jtomeny@acecl.org 
 
         FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
          Date Payment Rec’d:  _________ 
          Check Number:_______________ 

SPONSORSHIP FORM 

 

 

mailto:jtomeny@acecl.org

