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Building Area: (sf) 
3,500 s.f.  
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$216.50  
 
Construction Cost 
$757,800 
 
Date of Completion: 
October 2012 

Program Summary: 
A church designed as a simple, contemporary worship space to attract younger 
members to an aging congregation.  
 
Program Statement: 
In 2008, a small church was struck by lighting and completely destroyed by fire. 
Almost immediately the small congregation dedicated themselves to rebuilding 
the sanctuary and agreed that a simple and functional design would be the 
best solution given their limited budget and desire for a minimalist prayer 
space. The resulting structure, reaching 30’ high at its tallest wall, was 
creatively and economically engineered using spliced 2x6 studs and 
supplemental steel, while the concrete foundation serves as the finished floor. 
The focus of the interior sanctuary is an abstracted fish-shaped ceiling and the 
chancel wall which are both clad in local Louisiana cypress. Utilizing a variety 
of board widths a simple visual rhythm and texture was created within the 
austere worship space. Throughout construction the symbolic reference to 
“Christ, the Fish” was an inspirational metaphor for the rebuilding efforts. 
Working with a local craftsman, the fish ceiling’s complex curves evolved and 
abstracted through construction. Upon completion, congregants enjoyed 
sharing their individual interpretations of the ceiling, often relating it to other 
religious icons including Noah’s Arc. At the chancel wall, an aluminum Celtic 
cross from the original church was restored and attached to a field of 1” 
Carrera marble hex tiles. The tiles refract natural and artificial light throughout 
the day, glistening like moist fish scales. On the exterior, use of fiber cement 
shingles also subtly references fish scales and completes the fish iconography. 
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Top Left Image: The church, 
located along a major 
highway in a suburb of New 
Orleans, introduces a simple, 
modern form along the busy 
highway. 
 
Top Right Image: The main 
entry, located at the rear of 
the site adjacent to the 
parking lot, is marked by a 
covered porch that provides 
an informal gathering space 
before and after services. 
 
Bottom Left: Detail view of the 
fiber cement “fish scale” 
exterior cladding. 
 
Middle Image: The main 
window above the chancel 
provides fragmented views 
towards the heaves. The 
white stucco provides a 
minimal backdrop for a future  
prayer garden.  
 
Middle Right Image: Detail 
view of the fish ceiling looking 
towards the fish’s “mouth.” 
 
Bottom Right Image: Detail 
view of the carrera marble 
hex tiles at the chancel wall. 
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The symbolism of “Christ the 
Fish” was the central 
inspiration for the design, 
from the selection of the 
exterior skin to the interior 
details. The custom built 
cypress fish-shaped ceiling 
and exterior fiber cement 
shingle "scales” work together 
to provide a metaphorical 
journey through the space, 
from a compressed but bright 
Narthex to the Chancel Wall, 
where a custom clerestory 
window allows for natural light 
to animate and refract light 
across a field of Carrera 
marble hex tiles. 
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The main entry and covered 
porch are accessed from a 
rear parking lot. Congregants 
process through he narthex 
into the main sanctuary which 
angles upward and abuts a 
highway on the north side of 
the site.  
 
Behind the chancel, a storage 
room serves to physically and 
acoustically separate the 
sanctuary from the highway 
beyond, while the a large 
window above the chancel 
provides views skyward.   

Top Image: Longitudinal Section, Bottom Image: Floor Plan  
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The cypress boards that clad 
the fish ceiling were installed 
over a 2x6 wood sub-frame 
which can be seen in these 
process photos taken during 
construction.  
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A local craftsman individually 
selected and cut cypress 
boards which were then 
meticulously hand laid in the 
field.  
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A view upward from the pews 
reveals the abstracted 
geometry of the fish ceiling. 
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White walls and a black and 
tortoise shell stained concrete 
floor are a backdrop for the 
warm beauty of the cypress 
ceiling and pew. 
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A cypress window visually 
connects the cry room with 
the sanctuary and helps 
congregants in the cry room 
feel more engaged with the 
service. The window’s 
projected frame serves as a 
ledge for reading materials.  
 
A  large oculus light softly 
illuminates the narthex. The 
narthex doors open wide to 
welcome congregants into the 
sanctuary before service. 
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A large geometrically 
subdivided window located 
above the chancel frames 
views skyward towards the 
heavens  
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The aluminum Celtic cross, 
salvaged from the original 
church and restored, is 
proximately located behind 
the chancel lectern where 
scripture is proclaimed. 
 
Surrounding the cross are 
small 1" Carrera Marble 
hexagon tiles that refract light 
and create a surface 
reminiscent of fish scales. 
 
The fish ceiling’s cypress 
boards were carefully 
arranged during installation to 
create a varied and rhythmic 
pattern.  
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Natural and artificial lighting 
moves across the marble tiles 
shimmering like wet fish 
scales.  
 
The textural contrast between 
the tiles and cypress boards 
offsets smooth gypsum board 
walls and ceilings, drawing 
visual attention to the 
religious symbolism in the 
design.  



IA155.13 
Congregants gathered in 
celebration during the 
dedication service. 



Project Name: 
Jefferson Presbyterian Church  
 
Project Location: 
4450 Jefferson Highway  
Jefferson, LA 70121 
 
Owner/Client: 
Jefferson Presbyterian Church  
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
studioWTA 
1119 Tchoupitoulas Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
 
Project Team: 
Julie A. Babin 
Ross Karsen 
Wayne Troyer  
 
Landscape Architect: 
Amann & Associates  
 
Consultants: 
Kyle Associates, L.L.C. 
GVA Engineering, L.LC. 
Fine Wood Flooring  
 
General Contractor: 
Voelkel McWilliams Construction, L.L.C. 
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