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Building Area: (sf)
5,077 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$200/SF

Construction Cost
$1,022,000

Date of Completion:
April 2013

Program Summary:
This interior project was the first completed portion of the major 
historic restoration of its structure. 

Program Statement:
Link Restaurant Group- the owner of the project- jumped on the 
opportunity to build out over half the tenant space on its high profile 
corner location. The 5,000 square foot seafood restaurant was 
eligible to receive state and federal tax credits, affording the 
thoughtful modern design within the exposed timber structure. 
Towering cypress doors open into the bar under the intricately 
reconstructed Italianate gallery- the main focal point of the building. A 
custom designed open-flamed wood-burning grill, constructed out of 
volcanic ash material known as Isokern, is the secret to the 
succulent seafood flavor and the recurrence of guests who enjoy not 
only the food, but also the exquisite ambiance. 

Prior to the extensive renovation, the space had been occupied by 
American Coffee since the 1940’s. The building was in extremely bad 
condition- it had suffered termite damage and significant settlement. 
Major structural repairs included the shoring and leveling of the 
upper floors and the replacement of damaged structural members. 



IA170.02
The restaurant occupies a large 
portion of the ground floor tenant 
space, spanning the entire length of 
one of the building’s frontages and a 
portion of the other. The bar 
occupies the corner and consists of 
a custom bead-board back bar and a 
solid cypress countertop faced with 
blackened steel. Brick and heavy 
timber structural elements are left 
exposed to retain the ambiance of 
the historic warehouse. 

BAR AREA AFTER

BAR AREA DURING 
CONSTRUCTION
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The restaurant dining room shows 
off the rough timber construction of 
the warehouse. It has a complex 
suspended acoustic ceiling that 
isolates the noise of the restaurant 
operation from the residential units 
above. It was constructed out of 
heart pine that was reclaimed from 
the building’s renovation. The 
custom tables, chairs, and 
banquettes were also constructed 
using reclaimed materials. 

DINING AREA AFTER

DINING AREA DURING 
CONSTRUCTION
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The kitchen wall was finished with 
blackened steel panels, and a hole 
was inserted to provide a glimpse of 
the kitchen and the custom wood 
grill to the customers.

Wood supply for the grill is stored 
under the service counter and 
serves as an additional focal point.

The oyster bar has a white Carrera 
marble top with a blackened steel 
face. 

OYSTER BAR AND SERVING AREA AFTER

OYSTER BAR AND SERVING  
AREA DURING CONSTRUCTION
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The custom chairs were constructed 
from the staves of oak whiskey 
barrels and steel frames. The 
tabletops are constructed from 
recycled pine with remnants of paint 
remaining to add to the rustic look of 
the restaurant. Large expanses of 
glass set in restored warehouse 
exterior millwork open the restaurant 
to the street and its pedestrians. 

DINING BANQUETTES WITH GALLERY BEYOND, AFTER

OFFICE OF FRENCH QUARTER 
COFFEE PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION
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Tongue in cheek chandeliers hang 
above the main bar at the entry and 
the oyster bar in an otherwise rustic 
space.  LED track lighting and 
indirect pendant, sconce and cove 
lighting provide the other restaurant 
illumination.  As in other traditional 
New Orleans seafood restaurants, 
the oyster bar is a popular area to 
enjoy freshly shucked oysters and to 
watch the preparation.

OYSTER BAR IN USE

PIPE LIGHT SCONCE
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The custom wood burning grill was a 
design collaboration between the 
client and the architectural team. Its 
walls are made with Isokern panels 
and clad with firebrick on the interior 
and a decorative green brick tile on 
the exterior. The majority of the 
restaurant’s main courses are 
prepared on this grill. 

CUSTOM ISOKERN WOOD BURNING GRILL IN USE

SHORING FLOORS ABOVE IN 
FUTURE KITCHEN AREA



IA170.08
Two thirds of the restaurant occupies 
space that was originally planned as 
parking for the building’s residents. 
Instead, the parking was moved to 
an adjacent building to allow for the 
expansive restaurant to be 
constructed.



EXTERIOR OF RESTAURANT

EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION

The entry to the restaurant contains 
large cypress doors, while the 
remainder of the façade has large 
glass openings to provide a 
connection between the street and 
the restaurant. The entire building 
was reconstructed and was 
completed in December of 2013.

IA170.09



IA-170.xProject Name:
Peche Seafood Grille

Project Location:
800 Magazine Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

Owner/Client:
Link Restaurant Group

Architect(s) of Record:
Trapolin-Peer Architects, APC
850 Tchoupitoulas Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

Project Team:
Peter Trapolin
Jennifer DaRos
Chris Leger

Landscape Architect:
N/A

Consultants:
N/A

General Contractor:
Landis Construction Co., LLC

Photographer(s):

Will Crocker Photography
(finish photos)
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Trapolin-Peer Architects
(Existing conditions and construction      
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Slides: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9


	IA170.01
	IA170.02
	IA170.03
	IA170.04
	IA170.05
	IA170.06
	IA170.07
	IA170.08
	IA170.09
	IA-170.x

