
R-260 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
7,572 sf 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$198 per sf. 
 
Construction Cost 
$1,499,256 
 
Date of Completion: 
September 2013 

Program Summary: 
Contextual relationships and material authenticity were the primary concerns of 
this residence that consist of the home, an outdoor kitchen and attached art 
studio. 
 
Program Statement: 
Outside the historic gates of Louisiana Tech University and almost squarely in 
the center of the quiet conservative southern town known for its annual Peach 
Festival is the newest addition to a slowly evolving architectural language. 
  
Design objectives were two-fold: design a place that will exist as a home for 
two years, and be easily transformed for commercial use thereafter. 
  
Designed and built in seven months, the project is carefully positioned to 
realize the existing topography and views. The architectural form is a direct 
result of maximizing street presence while protecting the majestic old growth 
oak trees.  To accomplish the dual programmatic challenges, the design 
diagram is simple: interior program is arranged to align and overlap with 
exterior program allowing for convertible spaces simultaneously.  
  
Material authenticity and sensitivity to primarily agrarian context is essential. By 
utilizing familiar, humble materials in a poetic way, the architecture is fresh but 
not foreign.  The interior borrowed material precedent from the exterior, 
continuing the material ideology inside capturing the spirit of the quintessential 
southern home: hospitality, honesty and pride of craftsmanship without being 
clichéd.  Overlapping programmatic spaces are washed in natural light, tall 
doorways accentuate high ceilings, and polished concrete, wax rubbed steel 
and an unassuming color pallet are subtle reminders of the history of place.  



R-260 
Primary Entrance 
 
The houses orientation to 
the site is dictated by the 
desire to preserve the old 
growth oak trees as well as 
taking advantage of views 
from  the interior.  
 
The exterior materials 
pallet combines corrugated 
metal siding with concrete, 
Corten steel and an ipa rain 
screen system.  
 



R-260 
First and Second Floor 
Plan 
 
The residence is arranged 
with the primary living and 
entertaining areas located 
on the first floor,  and the 
private living and sleeping 
areas on the second floor.  
An attached art studio can 
be accessed from the 
exterior as well as from the 
master suite.    
 
 
 



R-260 
Lawn and outdoor kitchen 
 
The house wraps around 
the site shielding the rear 
lawn from the sounds of 
traffic from the adjacent 
street.  An outdoor kitchen 
provides a covered eating 
and cooking area with 
direct access to the main 
kitchen. 



R-260 
West approach from 
Alabama Avenue 
 
The primary view from 
Alabama Ave. is a 30’-0’  
tall curtain wall system, 
equipped with motorized 
interior draperies to limit 
heat gain as well as to 
ensure privacy. 



R-260 
Primary Entrance 
 
The entry sequence 
visually guides guests to 
the main entry.  Cast 
concrete pavers in the 
landscape and a stucco 
ribbon above extends from 
the parking area, past the 
front entry, and extending 
the view toward Alabama 
Ave.  



R-260 
Living Room 
 
The interiors are a mix of 
simple materials combined 
with mid-century and 
industrial style furnishings.  
The custom coffee table 
was designed and 
fabricated by the homes 
designers from a 1940’s 
postal cart.  The number 
“800” is affixed to the table 
as a reminder to the owner 
of their brief time at 800 
West Alabama Ave.  
 
The window wall opens up 
to the courtyard, creating a 
dynamic space for 
entertaining.  



R-260 
Dining Room and Kitchen.   
 
The interior color pallet 
remains neutral with 
accents of red and lime 
green. 
 
In keeping with the 
industrial style,  the dining 
table was designed and 
fabricated by the homes 
designers to blend 
seamlessly into its 
environment.  The lighting 
above was designed 
specifically for the table.  
 
The art piece above the 
fireplace was 
commissioned for the home 
and is a focal point of  the 
exterior approach from 
Alabama Avenue.     



R-260 
The first floor Den provides 
the view of Alabama 
Avenue with a convenient 
location for entertaining 
near the dining and kitchen. 
 
A window seat is positioned 
with views to the east   



R-260 
Entry Foyer  
 
Guest are greeted by a 
custom steel staircase, 
extending up to a view of 
the courtyard.  The welds 
and grind marks are 
intentionally left exposed to 
build on the industrial style 
that is used throughout the 
home.  Once installed, the 
staircase received a light 
coat of black wax.   



R-260 
Master Bedroom  
 
The materials pallet shifts 
only slightly on the second 
floor.  Brazilian Koa wood 
floors are added to soften 
the private areas.  The 
entry tables were designed 
and fabricated by the 
homes designers as well as 
the art installation over the 
bed. 
 
The wall adjacent to the 
bed opens up to a balcony, 
over looking the lawn. 
Centered on the bed is a 
view of an 80 year old 
crepe myrtle that was 
preserved during 
construction.  



R-260 
Master Bath 
 
High windows bring in 
natural light without 
compromising privacy.  
Custom cabinets, 
fabricated from Siplele 
wood, create a whimsical 
arrangement drawing the 
eye to and accent wall of 
patterned porcelain tile. 
 
Amenities include a walk-in 
shower and a free standing 
garden tub.  
 



R-260 
Studio 
 
A custom spiral steel stair 
leads from the first floor 
artist studio to a second 
floor guest loft.  A large 
piece of  art, created by 
one of the homes 
designers accents the entry 
of the studio.  



Project Name: 
800 West Alabama Ave.  
 
Project Location: 
Ruston, Louisiana  
 
Owner/Client: 
3BR3 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
(names and addresses) 
 
Studio Brooks + Emory 
    Robert Brooks, Associate AIA 
    Marla Emory, Associate AIA 
       1309 Hodges Ave. 
       Ruston, La 71270 
 
Project Team: 
Studio Brooks + Emory, Designers 
 
Landscape Architect: 
William Hartman 
 
Consultants: 
Fill in Here 
 
General Contractor: 
Holyfield Construction, General Contractor 

R-260 Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
 
Slides 2, 4-13 – Henry McCoy Photography 
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