
R-355.01
Building Area: (sf)
2,200 sf per unit
11,000 sf total

Cost per Square Foot: 
$150

Construction Cost
$330,000 per unit
$1,650,000 total

Date of Completion:
9 October 2017

Program Summary:
Conceived as a community of five homes in a previously vacant 
corner lot, these row houses restore the urban grid while 
responding to the existing light and landscape.

Program Statement:
While the opportunity to design a grouping of five houses in a vital, 
re-emerging, post-Katrina neighborhood was appealing in itself, this 
site’s southwest orientation and mature 150-year old Live Oak trees 
presented a unique opportunity to capitalize on the natural 
environment. The new houses conform to the neighboring density of 
shotgun houses, yet are here rebuilt as two-story gable roof masses 
with carefully grouped windows and white facades. Repetition of 
simple forms is a powerful design tool, but the series of white 
facades became a “movie screen” onto which shadows of sculptural 
tree limbs are displayed to varying effect depending on time of day, 
season and weather conditions. Horizontal slatted screens recall 
the region’s shutters and further exploit the sun by creating patterns 
of shadows at each entry porch and front door. Thus, the 
architectural rigor of repetition is embellished with a gossamer echo 
of light and trees. Efficient interior organization, skylights and 
custom millwork throughout elevate the vernacular housing type into 
market-rate modern residences. Public living spaces within an open 
floor plan occupy the ground levels while the upper levels contain 
four bedrooms and two bathrooms. Porches are carved out of the 
front and rear facades of each home, offering ample outdoor living 
while responding to and activating the streetscape. Materials 
include cement boards and panels, aluminum clad windows and 
Spanish Cedar screens.
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Front façade.
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Vicinity plan showing all five row 
houses and their shared driveway in 
the context of the urban grid.
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Second Floor Plan

1     Entry
2     Dining
3     Kitchen
4     Living
5     Porch
6     Storage
7     Bedroom
8     Bathroom
9     Laundry
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Front façades of all five row houses.
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Entry detail.
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Rear façades.
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Entry.
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Entry screen detail.
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Stair hall.
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Living room, kitchen and 
dining room beyond.
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Back porch and rail detail.
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Rear façade.



Project Name:
Bienville Houses

Project Location:
New Orleans, LA

Owner/Client:
Gibson Lott

Architect(s) of Record:
(names and addresses)
Lee Ledbetter & Associates
1055 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 320  
New Orleans, LA  70130

Project Team:
Lee Ledbetter, Chris Loudon, Tarra 
Cotterman, Amy Petersen

Landscape Architect:
N/A

Consultants:
Heaslip Engineering
Civil/Structural Engineering

General Contractor:
Lott Renovations
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Credit Slide

This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope.

Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x”

Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention.

Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column.

Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without).

Photographer(s):
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed). 
Marianna Massey: slides 08-13

Lee Ledbetter & Associates: all other slides 
and drawings
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