
R80.01 
 
Building Area (sf): 
600 sf  
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$200 
 
Construction Cost: 
$125,000 
 
Date of Completion: 
2014 

Program Summary: 
Single family residential addition for guest quarters and music/art 
studio retreat. 
 
Program Statement: 
Behind an existing mid-century residence, a studio pavilion provides 
quarters for visitors and permanent space for the owners’ creative 
endeavors, including fine art and music, while blurring the line bet-
ween interior and exterior space as an environmental experience. The 
existing, lush garden is lovingly cultivated year-round by the owners, 
who spend a significant amount of time outdoors. The expansive 
stud-io has concealed storage for guitars which doubles as pin-up 
space, and display storage for LPs, which performs as a bench with 
cabinets for a turntable, receiver and flat files. A bathroom has custom 
cypress vanity, mirror and wardrobe, and a marble-clad shower and 
bench with infinity-edge window to further blur indoors/outdoors. The 
soaring studio space is proportioned for maximum filtered light and 
acoustic live guitar performance and recorded music. Oversized 
sliding glass doors and operable windows encourage cross-
ventilation, and a sky-light allows venting from the bathroom. A dual-
height, low-sloped standing seam metal roof responds to 
programmatic needs and existing building conditions. The interior 
includes seamless, epoxy-coated floors and wood lath as a finish to 
bring visual warmth and acoustic absorption to the space. An exterior 
ipe wood clad rain-screen assembly and blown-in insulation improve 
the thermal enve-lope. Custom window and door frames add to the 
bespoke quality. 



R80.02 
To facilitate the blending of interior 
and exterior space, an oversized 
opening with sliding doors connects 
the studio to the terrace and garden. 
Smaller operable openings 
supplement this and allow cross-
ventilation, reducing the need to 
utilize the building’s mechanical 
systems.  
 
Warm ipe siding in varied widths is 
set up in a rainscreen assembly that 
provides superior water protection 
and increased thermal performance 
of the building’s envelope. 
 
Custom-designed black metal 
window and door trim detailing 
polishes off the simplicity of the 
elevation. 



R80.03 
Nestled at one end of the existing 
rear garden, the retreat pavilion has 
an element of seclusion that is ideal 
for both guest habitation and owner 
art creation. 



R80.04 
The plan is functionally logical 
and experientially satisfying. An 
open studio has a soaring, sloped 
ceiling; the bathroom has a lower, 
more intimate proportion. No door 
is needed here: the wardrobe 
provides a privacy screen. 
 
Custom cabinetry pavilion 
includes: 
  • Guitar storage wall 
  • LP storage rack/bench 
  • Turntable + equipment 
  • Flat work storage 
  • Vanity 
  • Cabinet 
 
A future part of the project is the 
semi-enclosed Orchid Room 
toward the top of the plan, which 
is overlooked by a solarium-type 
interior room in the existing 
house. 



The ipe exterior siding and wood 
joist roof overhang combine with 
the interior wood lath and beaded 
board finishes to tangibly connect 
the building to the garden, giving 
the structure the quality of a true 
retreat bungalow. 
 
Minimal elevation change 
between interior and exterior 
further enhances the 
indoor/outdoor connection. 
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Detail drawing and process 
photos of installation of the 
custom metal window and door 
trim on the exterior of the 
building, highlighting the crisp 
corners and considered ipe siding 
design and installation. Windows 
were envisioned as extrusions 
coming fully through both exterior 
and interior wall planes. 
 
 
Detail Notes 
1 - Sealant + backer rod 
2 - 24 ga. break metal trim wrap 
3 - Sealant 
4 - 5/8” gyp. bd. 
5 - 1x10 frame blocking 
6 - Window as scheduled 
7 - Ipe siding installed  
     horizontally on pressure  
     treated furring strips with  
     stainless steel fasteners over  
     ice + water shield over ¾”  
     plywood fastened to wall  
     framing 
8 - 2x6 framed wall; studs @ 16”  
     o.c. with spray-in insulation  
     between studs @ 4” thick min. 
9 - 1x solid hardwood trim,  
      painted 
10 - Slight slope at sill blocking 
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The guitar storage wall is finished 
in cork tiles, providing acoustic 
absorption as well as a textural 
shift and convenient place for 
hanging creative works-in-
progress. It will be highlighted 
with integral LED tape light along 
top and bottom. 
 
Wood lath follows the slope of the 
ceiling, detailed with gentle 
curves at angled joints to avoid 
abrupt changes in direction. A 
new concrete topping slab was 
finished with a two-part industrial, 
high gloss epoxy. 
  
The bathroom wardrobe can be 
see in detail at the left, its black 
stain a dramatic contrast to the 
warm lath and cool floor. 
 
Bottom left: Detail at ceiling with 
lath finish and cork wall storage 
below. 
 
Bottom right: Window trim detail, 
showing interior treatment of the 
condition whereby the opening is 
slotted into the wall plane, cleanly 
breaking the lath pattern and 
framing a lush view of the 
garden. 
 
The guitar shelf is to the left, clad 
in cork tile. The front (pinup) 
surface is set out from the 
exterior wall in alignment with an 
opening opposite the one shown, 
providing a storage cavity with 
multiple shelves measuring 12” 
wide. 
 



R80.08 
View of the studio looking toward the 
existing house. 
 
A lower ceiling height was used at 
the bathroom to provide a more 
intimate space as well as deal with 
the existing roof beyond. 
 
The skylight frames the tops of Live 
Oak trees on the street in front of the 
house, and a sandblasted portion at 
the right is positioned to maintain 
privacy from the windows of the 
adjacent property. 
 
The dramatic black-stained cypress 
vanity and wardrobe are a 
counterpoint to the clear birch 
plywood of the studio’s LP and 
turntable storage components. 



R80.09 
Detail view of the studio’s southeast 
corner. 
 
An operable window frames a view 
to a historic plaster wall at the 
adjacent house. Window trim here 
matches the opening in the lath-
finished wall, simplifying detailing. 
 
The LP storage bench includes a 
concealed section for the turntable, 
with open shelves below for the 
receiver and other equipment. 
Adjacent to the turntable cabinet is 
one for flat storage of sketches and 
other creative work. 
 
The vertical cove visible in the 
corner houses an LED tape light that 
will illuminate it at night.  



R80.10 
The south wall of the studio is a 
composition of solids and voids, 
material shifts and punched 
openings. The light from the 
bathroom skylight leads visitors into 
a secluded area, hinting at space 
beyond one’s view. 
 
A bit of playfulness is added by 
changing the color of the vertical 
LED light in the corner cove. The 
same feature can be used at the 
illumination behind the floating cork 
storage wall. 



R80.11 

 
 

Custom vanity, wardrobe and mirror 
box were designed for the space with 
an idea of serenity in mind.  
 
Cypress stained black resulted in the 
ethereal patina finish visible on the 
pieces shown here. 
 
Pulling apart the slatted planks of the 
wardrobe exterior (left) allows the 
piece to breathe.  
 
The mirror has an LED tape light 
behind its perimeter which, when 
illuminated, enhances the floating 
quality of the offset mirror in its box 
frame. 
 
The first hint of the shower can be 
seen on the right as the marble slab 
extends toward the vanity. 



R80.12 
Around the corner of the wardrobe, 
the bathroom’s functional spaces are 
nestled together.  
 
To continue the project’s theme of 
merging interior and exterior, the 
generous shower seat is integrated 
into a frameless fixed glazing 
punched opening with an infinity 
edge to enhance the experience of 
the space. Expansive marble slabs 
and Grohe fittings complete the 
luxurious enclave. 
 
The water closet is protected from 
the shower by a partial wall. Marble 
clads a shelf behind the toilet, and 
dimmable LED light in a cove 
against the back wall creates an 
atmospheric glow. 
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Project Name: 
Studio Retreat 
 
Project Location: 
1519 Camp Place 
New Orleans, LA  
 
Owner/Client: 
Wayne Troyer 
Teresa Cole 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
studioWTA 
1119 Tchoupitoulas Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
 
Project Team: 
Wayne Troyer 
Tracie Ashe 
 
Consultants: 
Ashton Avegno 
 
General Contractor: 
Sandra Tomasetti, Deltatech Construction 

R80.x Photographer(s): 
 
George Long: 2, 7, 8, 9,  
Jeff Johnston: 5, 10, 11, 12, 13 
Wayne Troyer: 6 


	R80.01
	R80.02
	R80.03
	R80.04
	R80.05
	R80.06
	R80.07
	R80.08
	R80.09
	R80.10
	R80.11
	R80.12
	R80.13
	Slide Number 14

