
RR215.01
Building Area: (sf)
153,500 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$130/SF

Construction Cost
$20M

Date of Completion:
December 2011

Program Summary:
The building has been reconstructed into a 166-room boutique hotel 
within the framework of its rehabilitated historic landmark structure.

Program Statement:
The rehabilitation of the building involved the restoration and 
reconstruction of its original 1910 Beaux Arts neoclassical facades. 
The interior received a modern transformation to become of the 
Marriott’s prestigious Autograph Collection Hotels.

Historic photos from 1909 onward were found after months of 
research in the Library of Congress and local Archives. This enabled 
the extensive restoration to take place by certifying the utilization of 
Historic Tax Credits to complete the costly renovation. In an effort to 
modernize the building, the previous owners had stripped the ornate 
façades and filled a majority of the clerestory and second floor 
fenestrations with masonry. This, along with deferred maintenance 
and material deterioration challenged the recreation of the historic 
façades.

Although originally designed as a hotel, the building has only ever 
served as a multi-use (retail and office) building. Converted back to 
its intended purpose, the 153,500 square foot hotel has been 
cleverly divided into 166 guest rooms, special event and business 
support spaces, as well as a glamorous entertainment bar and a 
restaurant. Entering from either street frontage, guests are pulled in 
and redirected through the white circular lobby.



RR215.02
The completed restoration.
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The Building’s Changing
Façade over a Century 
(1910-2012)

• Originally designed to be a hotel, 
but construction was stopped in 
its early stages due to a dispute 
between the development 
community partners. 

• When construction resumed in 
1910, it was reconfigured into a 
mixed-use retail and office 
building.

• The ground facade was altered 
many times by previous owners 
in an attempt to modernize the 
building.

• It last served as an office building 
in 2002.

• The previous owners were in the 
process of developing the 
building into a Hilton Hotel before 
Hurricane Katrina.

• The building sat vacant until 2009 
when it was purchased by the 
current owner.

1960 MODERNIZED1910 GRAND OPENING

2012 RESTORED2004 PRE-KATRINA
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Restored Façades

The entirety of the ground-floor 
façade had been removed over the 
years.

• Stucco over CMU was used to 
reconstruct the missing pilasters, 
wall panels, and portions of the 
lower cornice. It was finished with 
a custom glazing to mimic and 
blend in with the original terra 
cotta tile work. 

• Standard, modern storefront 
windows were used to replace 
missing ground floor openings. 
They were trimmed with resin 
replicas of the original cast iron 
surrounds. 

• New stock large missile impact 
resistant windows replaced all of 
the openings on the upper floors. 
Custom profiles dyes were then 
added to match the original 
openings.

DEMOLISHED TO REVEAL 1960 MASONRY INFILL DEMOLISHED FACADE

FAÇADE RESTORED
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Resin Window Surround
To Match Existing

• Where missing, fiberglass resin 
reproductions of the originals 
were used to replace the 
decorative cast iron trim around 
the ground floor openings.

EXISTING CAST IRON WINDOW SURROUND REPLICATED RESIN WINDOW SURROUND

EXISTING CORNICE REPLICATED CORNICE & RESIN WINDOW SURROUND
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Canopy Reproduction

• The original canopy suffered a 
fatal collapse in 1937.

• Referencing historical 
photographs to emulate the 
original canopies, pressed metal 
panels and trim were used for the 
fascia and ceiling.

• Due to budget constraints, the 
canopy was restored only along 
the three central bays. The 
original canopy ran the length of 
the front façade.

• Though not original to the 
building, a canopy was also 
added to the building’s side for 
the hotel’s vehicular entrance. 

RECONSTRUCTED CANOPY

NEW CANOPY
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First Floor Plan

• This corner building has a 
pedestrian entrance along the 
long axis and a vehicular entry 
along the short axis. 

• The curved central lobby with its 
20'-0" ceiling height and 
registration desk sit at the 
intersection of the two axes from 
these entrances. 

• The rest of the public spaces 
radiate from this central core. In 
order to maintain an open feel to 
the lobby, varying ceiling heights 
and ceiling treatments were used 
to define the individual spaces.
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First Floor Lobby

Lobby

• The curved central Lobby sits at 
the intersection of the axes from 
the two street entries. 

• In order to maximize the ground 
floor ceiling heights, the structure 
from the existing second floor 
was removed to provide the 20’ 
high ceilings.

Art

• Historic photographs of the 
building and activity on Canal 
Street were incorporated into the 
Lobby walls as murals. 

LOBBY RECEPTION

LOBBY ELEVATOR

LOBBY BATHROOM
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First Floor Lobby

Pre-function / Business Center

• The Pre-function for the ground 
floor Meeting Room is located 
behind the front desk. 

• The space has a lower ceiling 
height and stained wood walls to 
separate it from the other Lobby 
spaces and to give it a more 
intimate feel.

• A large banquette was built into 
the wall for a quiet place to sit 
and relax, serving as  another 
sitting group for the Lobby.

• The Business Center is 
incorporated into a portion of the 
built-in bookcases. 

LOBBY UNDER CONSTRUCTION LOBBY BUSINESS CENTER

LOBBY BANQUETTE
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Bar and Restaurant

Bar

• The bar sits at the street corner 
of the ground floor. 

• The décor addressed the owner’s 
vision to have the feel of a 
speakeasy from the days of 
Storyville. The walls, ceiling, and 
most of the decor is composed of 
various shades of red from 
burgundy to bright red. 

• A 24'-0" custom millwork bar runs 
most of the length of the space.

Restaurant

• The restaurant was located along 
the front side of the building to 
facilitate a greater street 
presence.

• In order to not block the 
clerestory windows and to define 
an area for the “Grand Table” the 
ceiling was left full-height along 
the exterior wall.

• Lower ceilings were brought 
down in the rest of the restaurant 
to create a cozier feeling and to 
not overwhelm the small seating 
area. 

RESTAURANT BANQUETTE

BAR RESTAURANT GRAND TABLE
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Building Section
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Guest Rooms

Custom Furniture

• The white piano-lacquered 
guestroom furniture pieces were 
custom designed to be modular, 
allowing flexibility to adapt to the 
differing room layouts. 

• The side tables can be 
reconfigured for single or double 
bed occupancy.

• The dresser, desk, and bench 
components can be combined or 
individually placed.

• This resulted in a cost-effective 
furniture package that will allow 
easy replacement of pieces if 
ever damaged in the future.

GUEST ROOM CUSTOM FURNITURE

GUEST ROOM GUT RENOVATION
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Typical Upper Level
Floor Plan

Typical Guestroom Floor Plan

• Guestrooms are located on the 
3rd through 8th floors.

• The footprint of the building 
changed to a “U-shape” starting 
at the 3rd floor which enabled  a 
double-loaded corridor 
guestroom layout.

• Each floor was divided into 28 
guestrooms

• Due to the constraints of the 
existing building and window 
layout, about 1/3 of the rooms did 
not conform to a standard floor 
plan. 



RR-215.xProject Name:
The Saint Hotel

Project Location:
931 Canal Street
New Orleans, LA 70112

Owner/Client:
Mark Wyant
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New Orleans, LA 70130
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N/A
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