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Building Area: (sf) 
305,036 sf  
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$164.24 
 
Construction Cost 
$50,097,938.00 
 
Date of Completion: 
July 2012 

Program Summary: 
After a successful effort to save this obsolete high school building from certain 
demolition, architects were served a set of incompatible mandates from which 
rose this unforgettable design.  
 
Program Statement: 
The first directive was to preserve the 1927 structure with minimal visual 
alteration, and the second was to expand the campus from 100,000 sf to 
300,000 sf. Clearly, tripling the size of the facilities within a small, landlocked 
campus would be difficult even without the scrutiny of a passionate, vocal 
group of alumni and concerned citizens. 
 

The solution grew from a practical need to consolidate the campus in order for 
the required facilities to fit the limited available area, while arranging the 
spaces in a way that would enhance the magnet school’s established 
reputation for excellence in the visual and performing arts.  
 

The centerpiece of the original campus was a spectacular, 1,300-seat theater. 
Behind this space, a service drive bisected the campus and produced constant 
conflict between vehicles and pedestrians.  In keeping with the theme of 
enhancing the visual and performing arts programs, the previous drive was 
replaced by a new outdoor stage that cleverly shares the backstage of the 
existing theatre.  The surrounding space is now a courtyard ringed by the 
original building to the south, and new structures to the north, east and west. 
Axial openings located on each side focus on the new stage, the physical and 
figurative heart of the new campus.   
 

The architectural language of the new additions was derived from a careful 
analysis of massing, proportions, materials, and color of the historic structure.  
The resulting balancing act has received overwhelmingly positive response 
from the community, both modernists and traditionalists alike.  
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The existing 1927 structure and the 
oak-filled front lawn were sacred and 
not to be disturbed.    
 
However, the program directive 
instructed the architects to triple the 
area of the school on the landlocked 
urban campus.   
 
The solution grew from the practical 
need to consolidate the campus in 
order  to accommodate all the 
necessary program elements  in the 
limited available area.  Also, the 
architects were careful not to visually 
dominate the original beloved 
building.    
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The resulting building is a relatively 
compact three-story ,ring-shaped 
building which freed-up  the needed 
space for student and faculty 
parking,  track, playfield and tennis 
courts, without intruding into the front 
lawn.    
 
At the center of the building is the 
new student court-yard.   
 
The  site plan beautifully separates 
the vehicular needs into bus staging, 
student parking, and car drop-off 
while actually improving surrounding 
traffic patterns.   
 
As a result of this student arrival 
plan, the courtyard features three 
clearly-defined entry nodes which  
terminate in the heart of the student 
courtyard.    
 

SITE PLAN BEFORE 

SITE PLAN AFTER 

ORIGINAL 
BUILDING 
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A new administrative wing and 
visitors’ parking area is located on 
the east side of the original building, 
offering a clearly defined  entrance 
for visitors while also maintaining the 
ceremonial front entrance of the 
original building.     
 
Immediately visible from the visitor’s 
entrance, a open, light-filled  
stairway ascends to the media 
center.   
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The Media Center, on the second 
floor, is a feature space of the new 
addition.   It is located to 
accommodate after-hour gatherings 
and community meetings.    
 
The dynamic ceiling design infuses 
the space with movement while a 
calming view through the tree-tops of 
the oak-covered lawn makes the 
space feel larger than life.    
 
From the new media center one can 
appreciate the original terra cotta 
detailing on the upper floors of the 
existing building.   
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The  beautiful 1,300-seat theater has 
been carefully restored to its original  
glory.   Original seats were 
refurbished instead of replaced, 
large windows that had been 
covered for decades were 
uncovered and restored, and  
original plaster ornament  underwent 
comprehensive restoration.   
 
The original splendid acoustic 
qualities of the theater were even 
further enhanced.   
 



RR-225.07 
 
In contrast to the original, ornate 
theater, two sleek new black box 
theaters  offer new options which  
expand the high school’s vibrant 
performing arts curriculum.   
 
Second floor control rooms and 
sophisticated lighting and set 
management systems offer students 
exposure not only to performance 
arts but also to production 
methodologies.  
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The architects believed that a 
student commons, or gathering 
space, was essential to the success 
of the high school.   This space 
should be a memorable space for 
the students as they spend time 
there before school and between 
classes.  This space should be the 
social centrifuge of the school.   
 
The  courtyard is ringed by the 
original building to the south, and 
new structures to the north, east and 
west. Axial openings located on 
each side focus on the new open-air 
stage, the physical and figurative 
heart of the new campus.  
 
In addition to gathering and focusing 
student energy, the  spacious 
courtyard with limited, controlled 
openings also provides excellent 
campus security.    
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The courtyard and its iconic open-air 
stage has become the central focus 
of the new campus.  
 
Extemporaneous performances and 
student gatherings have become 
expected at this high school, known 
for its excellent performing arts 
reputation.   
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Modern classrooms are located on 
all three floors of the high school.   
 
Classrooms take great advantage of 
the ring-shaped building by using 
daylighting  and views of either the 
oak trees at the perimeter of the site 
or the new activity-filled courtyard.   
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The high school features two 
gymnasiums, including one designed 
specifically for the gymnastics 
program.  The  gymnasiums, like the 
classrooms, also enjoy benefits of 
natural light.     
 
Athletic facilities are strategically  
grouped to provide convenient locker 
rooms, concessions stands, 
restrooms and athletic offices to all 
sports.   
 
A brick wall which provides the 
support for a covered walkway 
connecting student parking to the 
courtyard is also the back wall for 
the track bleachers.    
 
An interesting feature of this high 
school is the nine-lane running track, 
one of only two such tracks in the 
state.      
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Students who drive to school enter 
the new courtyard through this large 
covered area next to the cafeteria.     
 
This covered area is adjacent to the 
courtyard and was designed to 
accommodate outdoor dining in any 
weather.    
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Located on the upper-most floor of 
the new addition and facing the front 
of the building is one of the high 
school’s signature programs, the 24-
hour radio station.   As the lights 
shine through the night the 
community passing by outside will 
be constantly reminded to tune in 
and support the local station.  
 
The architectural language of the 
new additions was derived from a 
careful analysis of massing, 
proportions, materials, and color of 
the historic structure.  Formulas 
derived through this analysis were 
sensitively applied to create a 
thoroughly modern, yet respectful 
aesthetic.  
 
The resulting balancing act has 
received overwhelmingly positive 
response from the community.  
 
 



Project Name: 
Baton Rouge Magnet High School  
 
Project Location: 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 
Owner/Client: 
East Baton Rouge Parish School System  
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Remson|Haley|Herpin Architects, APAC  
200 Government Street, Suite 100 
Baton Rouge, LA   
 
Chenevert Architects, LLC  
232 Third Street, Suite 100  
Baton Rouge, LA   
 
Project Team: 
Too numerous to list 
 
Landscape Architect: 
Brown+Danos Landdesign, Inc.   
 
Consultants: 
Chasm Architecture, LLC          Interior Architecture 
Julien Engrng and Consulting   Civil/Structural  
Thompson Luke & Assoc.         Mechanical Engnrng  
Daniel T. Calongne & Assoc.     Electrical Engnrng  
George T. Fore & Assoc.          Envelope Consultant  
ABMB Engineers, Inc.              Traffic Consultant  
NB Traylor & Assoc., Inc.          Data/Special 
                             Systems Consultant   
 
General Contractor: 
MAPP Construction  
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