
 
Building Area:   
15,000  SF 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$290.00 
 
Construction Cost:  
$4,350,000.00 
 
Date of Completion:  
2013 
 
 
 

Program Summary: 
Creation of a worship space that maintains the integrity of the 
existing structure while introducing a contemporary architectural 
vocabulary.  
 
Program Statement: 
 
The church’s desire was to develop a master plan and program that 
would meet the current and future needs of a fast growing and 
extremely active church congregation.  A four phase master plan was 
developed with continuous collaboration and feedback from the 
parishioners. It was determined the existing church would take on a 
major renovation in phase one.  
 
Principals of Design include: 
• Create a cohesive plan while maintaining the small campus   
   atmosphere 
• Improve the existing campus architecture  
• Enhance the quality and function of the worship space  
• Create outdoor spaces to facilitate fellowship among parishioners 
 

Although there were significant improvements to the interior and 
exterior of the worship space, the integrity of the existing structure 
was maintained. Instead of modifying the appearance of the exposed 
wood trusses and ceilings, the architecture was embraced and used 
as an advantage throughout the newly renovated areas of the 
church. 
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A four phase master plan 
was created for the 
Church Parish consisting 
of the renovated church, 
ministry building, parish 
hall and chapel. 
 
The statue of St. Jude in 
the church entry plaza 
became the origin for the 
axes that addresses 
altars of both the church 
and chapel. 

PHASE 1 
CHURCH RENOVATION 

PHASE 2 
MINISTRY BUILDING  
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The increased scale and 
transparency of the entry 
washed with carefully 
selected architectural 
lighting design serves as 
a beacon for the most 
important campus 
structure.  
 

In addition to creating an 
inviting spirit, the 
transparency of the entry 
allows a glimpse of the 
Sanctuary focal point and 
draws a connection 
between the exterior and 
interior finish palettes.  

before 
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The axis was further 
enhanced through the 
interior of the church by the 
linear location of key 
liturgical elements 
which include the baptismal 
font, cross and altar. 
 
Remaining true to the 
original Latin Cross floor 
plan, the seating capacity 
was increased by 200 to a 
total of 1000 seats.  
 
Relocating the choir to a 
more prominent position 
supports their objective to 
lead the congregation in 
song.  A choir pit was 
created to lower all of the 
main instruments allowing 
for better views from the 
East Transept.  
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The entry plaza creates 
a transitional place for 
parishioners to reflect 
before entering the 
worship space and a 
place for community 
fellowship after mass. 
 
The bell tower was 
renovated and properly 
lit to highlight its 
presence on the 
campus. 
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Symbolizing the stability 
of the Catholic Church, 
the solid mass creates a 
sense of movement 
paying  tribute to the 
flowing water of the 
baptismal font. The 
natural zinc tapered 
panels on the mass 
contrast with the 
transparency of the 
church..  

before 
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Upon entering this place 
of worship the ethereal,  
flowing design of the art 
glass on the Sanctuary 
wall draws  your eye to 
the crucifix and invokes 
an uplifting and meditative 
mood.  
 

The light color of the walls 
and natural looking floor 
provides a rich contrast 
with the warm wood tones 
of the exposed structure 
and pews creating a 
sense of comfort. 
 

Both symbolizing living 
water, the baptismal font 
and the art glass 
accompanying the crucifix 
create a connection from 
the Narthex to the 
Sanctuary. 

before 
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Creating a more inviting 
environment was 
achieved by lightening the 
wood ceiling elements 
and taking advantage of 
the natural light through 
the transparent narthex in 
addition to updated 
ambient and accent 
lighting.  
 

The design integrates 
traditional wood pews 
merged with naturally 
textured flooring and a 
classic color palette to 
envelop a timeless and 
serene place of 
inspiration and 
meditation. 
 

Enhancing the rhythm 
along the main axis of the 
nave, existing structural 
columns are dressed with 
custom sconces. The side 
aisles beyond house the 
church’s modified stations 
of the cross set on a new 
background that reflects 
the glow of existing 
stained glass windows. 
 before 
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Installing a large 
translucent gable allows a 
flood of natural light onto 
the altar.  
 

All 22 of the original 
stained glass windows  
remain in the  renovated 
church. Larger stained 
glass pieces were 
relocated to the East & 
West transepts to take 
advantage of the morning 
and evening sunlight. 
 

The custom designed 
altar, hand carved out of 
sinker cypress, is humble 
in its simple and organic 
form. 

before 
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Located at the entry of 
the nave, the baptismal 
font reminds Christian’s 
entering the church of 
their journey through the 
waters of baptism.  
 

During the rite of baptism, 
the round shape font 
allows for a circle of 
celebration.  
 
The addition to the 
narthex allows 
parishioners a space for 
fellowship before and 
after mass as well as 
provides a quieting space 
for parents with young 
children allowing visual 
and audio access to the 
service.  

before 



The commissioned 
reflective art glass 
supports the theme of 
“Life” through the 
symbolism of living water.  
 
 The vertical elements of 
the sanctuary wall create 
niches for the Tabernacle 
and the Book of the 
Gospel while easily 
integrating  projection 
screens to facilitate 
congregation 
participation. 
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Project Name: 
St. Jude the Apostle Catholic  
Church Renovation  
 
Project Location: 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 
Owner/Client: 
St. Jude the Apostle Catholic Church 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Gerald D. “Jerry” Hebert, II, AIA, NCARB 
 
Project Team: 
David Hebert, AIA, NCARB 
Kriste Rigby, NCIDQ, IIDA, ASID 
Jimmy Hebert, AIA, NCARB  
 
Landscape Architect: 
Joseph Furr Design Studio  
 
Consultants: 
Structural: Fox-Nesbit Engineers  
Mechanical: Henry C. Eyre, Jr., PE Consulting Engineers
  
Electrical: Nesbit & Associates    
Civil: N/A  
 
General Contractor: 
Percy J. Matherne  
 

RR-315.12 Photographer(s): 
Todd Landry Photography (credit for all 
images) 
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