
UP-05.01 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
10,588 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$352 
 
Construction Cost 
$3,730,000 
 
Date of Completion: 
Est. June 2014 

Program Summary: 
Design of a new club house and golf cart service center at a historic 
golf course. 
 
Program Statement: 
This golf course plays a central role in the history of golf within the African 
American community. Situated within a close-knit African American suburb of 
the city, the course was designed, financed, and constructed by the first known 
African American golf course designer, a New Orleans native. 
 
The course was undergoing renovations in 2005 when Hurricane Katrina 
severely flooded the course along with the surrounding community. The design 
team was brought in to provide architectural, engineering, and project 
management services for a new club house and golf cart service center to 
replace those destroyed by the storm. This is part of the third and final phase of 
renovations at the course since Katrina. With these renovations, the community 
wanted to see the facility be used for more than just golf, and requested 
additional space for public meetings to be added as well as space for social 
gatherings like crawfish boils, barbecues, and table games. As such, the new 
facilities will have stronger ties with the surrounding neighborhood—a main 
reason why their ongoing construction continues to be a symbol of progress for 
the African American community of the city.  
 
Along with the community uses to be added, the club house will contain a full-
service restaurant, locker rooms, and a pro shop. The golf cart service center 
will hold space for 70 golf carts, a wash-down / repair center, and veranda for 
social gatherings. 
 



UP-05.02 
The designer, a former caddy at 
Audubon Golf Course, trained as an 
architect in New York City under 
noted architect Seth Rayner. In 1922 
he returned to New Orleans where 
he designed courses at Metairie Golf 
Cub and City Park (Nos. 1 & 2). 
While he was praised for his 
innovative designs, he was never 
allowed to play on any of the 
courses he designed because of the 
color of his skin. 
 
In the 1950’s, when the Jim Crow 
laws were still in effect, an upper 
middle class African American 
neighborhood was developing in 
New Orleans East. This course and 
park were built to serve the 
burgeoning neighborhood. Already 
an iconic figure in the community, 
the designer became the first 
African-American in the country to 
design and build a public golf facility. 
 
The course was opened in 1956 and 
was the only course in New Orleans 
where African Americans were 
allowed to play. The venue quickly 
became a vibrant community and 
social gathering place.  
 
The designer continued to build 
courses throughout Louisiana and 
Mississippi, and was the first African 
American inductee into the Greater 
New Orleans Sports Hall of Fame. 
 
(Photos courtesy of New Orleans 
Public Library, nutrias.org) 
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The neighborhood, park, and golf 
course were all severely flooded 
during Hurricane Katrina. For eight 
weeks after the storm, the course 
was under 22 feet of water in some 
areas, and the club house was under 
eight feet of water. The club house 
was undergoing renovations, and 
was only weeks away from 
substantial completion when the 
storm hit. 
 
ABOVE LEFT: 
An aerial picture of the course before 
the storm. 
 
CENTER RIGHT: 
Interior view of the club house before 
post-Katrina renovations 
 
BELOW LEFT: 
View of the park taken on 
September 9th, 2005. (Photo 
courtesy of Kathy Anderson, 
nola.com) 
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SITE PLAN 
 
1. Club House, Pro Shop, and 

Community Meeting Space 
2. Golf Cart Service Center 
 
The site for this project was originally 
sized for a smaller club house facility 
than what is to be constructed.  
 
In 2010, the owner decided to make 
the golf course self-sustaining and 
introduced the addition of a high-end 
restaurant and increased golf cart 
capacity to the program. As a result 
of this decision, the building size 
increased though the site could not. 
 
With the increased building size, 
organization of circulation patterns 
through the building and site became 
paramount.  
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CLUB HOUSE FLOOR PLAN 
 
1. Kitchen 
2. Community Multi-purpose Room 
3. Dining Area & Bar 
4. Pro Shop 
5. Veranda 
6. Locker Rooms 
 
Two perpendicular stone walls serve 
to organize circulation from the 
parking lot, through the building, and 
to the course itself. The 
programmatic elements are attached 
to these walls, shaping the flow of 
people and carts around the 
building. 
 
Views of the golf course from the 
clubhouse were of critical 
importance to the owner. The large 
verandas outside of both the pro 
shop and dining areas maximize the 
amount of space for people to be 
outside and enjoy the views of the 
first tee, 18th green, and entire 
course. 
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CART SERVICE CENTER FLOOR 
PLAN 
 
1. Cart Storage Area 
2. Cart Wash Down Area 
3. Covered Portal 
 
The Cart Service Center is 
strategically located directly adjacent 
to the club house were it is easily 
accessible from the pro shop. 
Though the structure is a 
prefabricated building, it is finished 
with the same materials found on the 
club house. 
 
A large covered portal extends from 
the cart service center towards the 
course views, which will serve as an 
ideal spot for picnics, barbecues and 
boils.  
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The surrounding neighborhood was 
developed during the heyday of 
‘California modern.’ The design of 
the new club house takes cues from 
the same architectural style, along 
with a subtle tip of the hat to Richard 
Neutra.  
 
From there the design references 
depart with building materials which 
are warm, naturalistic, and more 
responsive to the bucolic park and 
golf course setting. This creates an 
inviting fusion of 1950s modern, arts 
and crafts materials, and 
contemporary style.  
 
Cruciform walls form a backdrop to 
the building, as seen from the front 
and rear views. These walls are 
made from black-colored slate, 
which are random cut and “brick-
scaled.” Warm chocolates and gray-
brown horizontal fiber cement siding 
define the volumes which are 
attached to these walls. 

NORTHEAST ELEVATION  
 

SOUTHWEST ELEVATION 
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SOUTHEAST ELEVATION 
 

NORTHWEST ELEVATION 
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The large glass walls create a 
continuity between the interior and 
exterior dining areas. The continuity 
of the stone walls on both sides of 
the glass further reinforces this 
continuity. 
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The stone wall projects out at the 
entry from the parking lot to identify 
the location as the main entry point. 
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Raised three feet above grade, the 
verandas allow for excellent views of 
the golf course. 
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Project Name: 
Joseph Bartholomew Senior 
Golf Course & Club House 
 
Project Location: 
6520 Congress Street 
New Orleans, LA 70126-1017 
 
Owner/Client: 
City of New Orleans 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Perez, APC 
317 Burgundy Street, Suite 11 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Project Team: 
Angela O’Byrne FAIA, LEED AP 
Mark Clayton 
Kris Lowry 
Victoria Yee 
Christian Pazos, Int’l Assoc. AIA, SCA 
Kevin Franklin 
Paul Jarboe, Assoc. AIA 
Karri Maggio, Assoc. AIA 
Daniel Taylor, AIA 
Gabriel Richard, AIA 
Michael Glenboski, Assoc. AIA 
Bryan Whitman, Assoc. AIA 
 
Landscape Architect: 
(N/A) 
 
Consultants: 
Kyle & Associates (Structural & Civil) 
Moses Engineers (Mechanical, Electrical, & 
Plumbing) 
Futch Design Associates, Inc. (Kitchen 
Consultant) 
 

UP-05.13 General Contractor: 
Icon Construction Group, LLC 
 
 
Photographer(s): 
(N/A) 
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