
 
Building Area: (sf) 
122,000 Acres  
(190 sq. miles) 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
N/A 
 
Construction Cost 
N/A 
 
Date of Completion: 
2011 

Program Summary: 
Comprehensive Parish Master Plan for 122,000 acres with 22,000 
residents, provides a framework for 20 year future growth. 
 
Program Statement: 
While agriculture, wetlands, and forest remain the predominant land 
use, new patterns of growth, development, mobility, and regional 
economic changes have begun to affect traditional land use patterns.  
Recent trends such as “leap frog development” of residential 
subdivisions into agricultural areas and strip development along 
corridors threaten the long term viability of current agricultural land 
uses while increasingly straining the resiliency of natural resources. 
The plan includes model agricultural and resource conservation 
programs designed to equitably preserve natural resources and 
create an environment that supports the business of agriculture 
within an evolving landscape.  Twenty year population projections 
result in an additional 2000 to 6000 new households (1% and 3% 
growth models). The plan is a strategy to guide future growth in and 
around existing communities to create compact, inclusive, mixed-
use, and walkable, villages and neighborhoods; that capitalize on 
existing investments in infrastructure while preserving large 
contiguous tracts of rural landscape.  Developed in five phases 
through an open public dialogue, a steering committee was formed 
to ensure a transparent process, and oversee implementation. The 
implementation plan is guided through 76 action items outlining the 
responsible governmental agency, timeframe and budget. 



Regional Context 
 
Understanding the site’s position in 
context of the larger metropolitan 
area as well as current demographic, 
employment and land use trends is 
essential to creating a plan for 
the future that balances conservation 
with sustainable growth. 



Arpents and Meanders  
 
The master plan was informed by an 
understanding of the site’s historical 
cadastral patterns and fluvial 
processes, which to this day 
continue to influence current land 
use and settlement patterns. 



Development Capcity 
 
The master plan balances current 
agricultural practices with future land 
use demand to guide growth to 
strategic areas. 
 



Existing Systems 
 
The master plan was informed by a 
comprehensive understanding of the 
complex social, economic, cadastral, 
and natural systems currently at 
work within the study area.  



Future Land Use Plan 
 
The Master Plan is a strategy to 
guide future growth into and around 
existing communities in areas free of 
environmental constraints. Future 
development will occur in compact, 
walkable, mixed-use village and 
neighborhood centers that provide a 
range of housing choices, ample 
open space and parks, expanded 
retail and services for residents, and 
opportunities for social interaction.  
 
 



Transportation Systems 
 
The Future Transportation Plan and 
Future Land Use Map were 
developed in conjunction to ensure 
seamless integration of 
transportation networks with 
compatible land uses and facilitate 
the preservation of natural 
resources.  
 
Taking a context sensitive approach, 
the plan illustrates the greening of 
highway corridors, an interconnected 
network of local streets and 
facilitates alternative transportation 
modes.  



Housing Land Use and 
Neighborhoods 
 
The Future Land Use Plan provides 
a framework that promotes infill 
development and sustainable land 
use patterns. 
 



Repairing Riparian Corridors 
 
The master plan includes strategies 
to repair riparian buffers along 
bayous and waterways. Riparian 
buffers perform a number of 
functions to improve water quality by 
filtering sediments, preventing 
erosion, and removing agricultural 
and non-point source pollution from 
runoff. 
 
Riparian buffers are designed to 
minimize property loss from 
flooding by slowing flood waters and 
allowing water to infiltrate and 
recharge ground water supplies in 
addition to  providing valuable 
wildlife habitat and improving the 
quality of fisheries. 
 



Recharging Aquifers 
 
Currently the regions aquifers are 
being depleted faster than they can 
be naturally recharged. The master 
plan includes a number of strategies 
designed to promote water 
conservation, storm water bmp’s and 
water infiltration. 
 
The graphic illustrates  current 
geohydrology processes.  
 



Repurposing Infrastructure 
 
The master plan repurposes 
underused and single use 
infrastructures for use by residents.  
Railways and levees are repurposed 
for bike and trail networks, recreation  
and wildlife corridors  and become a 
vital component of the green 
infrastructure network. 
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